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k Eninent and illustrious Chief Guest of the 51st College Day function, Dr S
WJelani, Deputy Secretary and Head, South-Eastern Regional Office, University

rants Commission, Your Lordship Most Rev Dr Mallavarapu Prakash, Bishop

Vijayawada, the Guest of Honour, Rev Fr PJ Sandanasamy, Rector, Rev Fr J

\ainese, Correspondent, Fr Dr S Philomin Raj, Fr Dr S Emmanuel, Mr SP
Rama Raju, Fr L Joji, Vice-Principals, Mr NA Francis Xavier, Chairman, ALC
Staff" Association, Mr Santosh, Student representative, respected members of
the Faculty, present and retired, members of the Non-Teaching Staff, Reverend
Fathers, Brothers, Sisters, benefactors, well-wishers and esteemed invifees,
members of the print and electronic media and my dear students,

Good afternoon and a ‘warm’ welcome to all of you. It is, indeed, a joy to stand

before you to present the 51st College Day report for the academic year 2004-
200s.

Welcome to the dignitaries

Before 1 present the report, with deep sentiment of gratitude I would like to
welcome each and every one of you for honouring us with your gracious presence.
On behalf of this august gathering, I extend a hearty welcome to our Chief
Guest, Dr S Jelani. Dr S Jelani is so very simple and extremely affable, deeply
committed to his duty. In working for the cause of education, he has made it his
mission to enrich and empower all the eligible colleges of this region with UGC
funds and enable them to grow ever greater. I cordially welcome His Lordship
Most Rev Dr Mallavarapu Prakash, Bishop of Vijayawada. He has done us a -
great honour by gracing the function and showering his blessings on all of us.
He is an illustrious alumnus of our college, a ‘Loyola Ratna’. His deep spiritual
4 communion with God could be seen in his childlike simplicity and in his
| unflinching commitment to the service of the poor.
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This year our College has a unique feather in the cap of achievements. Yes, our
College has been conferred the status of CPE - ‘College with Potential for
Excellence’ by the University Grants Commission. We are one of the six colleges
in the State and forty-six colleges in the country to receive this great recognition.
Should we not feel proud of our growing reputation and strength for excellence!
The future, certainly, looks excitingly bright with significant academic
investments, holistic programmes, inevitable challenges and envisaged
achievements through the implementation of CPE.

Changes in the religious staff ’
nto

Life is in a constant flux. As Heracletus wisely observed, ‘No one can step i A
the same river twice’. People retire not because their skills and worth are
atrophied, but because they are demanded elsewhere, in a more challeﬁgin’g
situations in order to contribute in a greater measure with their ennobling
experience. So too are the changes that take place. They augur hope for freshness

and new beginnings.

¢
Rev Fr C Peter Raj, Principal, who spearheaded all our academic activities, left

the college on superannuation. It was the most unassuming Father CP who
paved the way for CPE! I place on record his devoted and dedicated service to
this college in various capacities namely faculty member, Director of Hostel,
Vice-Principal and Principal. Fr Dr PFJ ayapalan, Reader in Telugu, succeeded
Fr.Peter Raj, on 1%tJanuary 2005. Rev Fr Dr Louis Xavier, SJ who had come
from Madurai Province, served our college with exemplary devotion and percéptive
intellectual vision as the Correspondent as well as the Director, MBA Department,
for three years has returned to his parent province. It was he who was largely
instrumental in obtaining for our college NAAC accreditation. Rev FrJ Thainese,
SJ, to whom heavy administrative burdens are not new, ably filled the void
caused by Fr Louis Xavier. Fr Dr S Philomin Raj, on completion of his PhD, has
become the Vice-Principal of PG Section. Fr L Joji, an enthusiastic young Jesuit
and alumnus of ALC assumed charge as the Vice-Principal of Intermediate section
succeeding Fr P Antony, in whose times the Intermediate won many a laurel.
Fr Joji also became the Director of Xavier Hostel in the place of Fr Jayapalan
when the latter became the Principal. Fr Rex Angelo, Controller of Examinations,
willingly shouldered the additional burden of the Directorship of New Hostel in
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the place of Fr Dr S Philomin Raj. The Jesuit House has a new Minister in Fr
James and Br Martin has come back to ALC as Mess Manager. Both are carrying
¥ out their responsibilities with joy and dedication.

Retired staff and new entrants

Every year, with a tinge of sadness, we bid good-bye to some veterans who retire
after long and meritorious service to our institution. Dr P Siraj, Reader in
Chemistry, opted for voluntary retirement to engage himself in spiritual ministry.

He was much respected by the students and his colleagues for his integrity,
competence and dedication to work.

Among the Non-Teaching Staff, Mr K Rama Rao and Mr R Swaminadham, Record
Assistants and Mr K Krishna, Waterman retired after long years of selfless service
to the college. We do miss them. We wish them God’s blessings and pray for a
happy, healthy and peaceful retired life.

With the very hands we bade good-bye to our retired members, we welcomed
many a teaching and non-teaching member to our institution. We have recruited
as many as eighteen young, energetic and enthusiastic teaching staff during
the current academic year. Sri TVV Satyanarayana, Sri Ch Jayapaul, Sri M
Rajesh, Ms K Prasuna, Ms T Samatha were appointed in the department of UG
and PG Electronics, Sri B Johnson in Physics, Fr L Joji and Ms T Lizzi Sharon
in Biotechnology, Sri D Prembhushan Rao and Sri O Rajkumar in Zoology, Sri
G Chandramouli in Commerce, Sri M Srinivsa Rao, Ms N Bhagya Latha, Ms N
Madhavi Latha, in Mathematics, Smt V Madhuri in PG department of Botany,
Mr Y Bhanu Prasad, Smt BV Raghavamma and Smt KV Madhavi in MCA
department. To complement the teaching faculty, nine non-teaching staff have
been appointed. Sri M.Suresh Kumar, Sri A Ramesh, Ms R Vijaya Lakshmi,
Smt D Usha Rani, Ms N Sireesha in Computer Center and Sri BV Satish, Sri T
Joseph Raju in Laboratory and Sri P Prasad and Sri Vinay Kumar as Office
Assistants. Mrs Aruna joined us as the Public Relations Officer. We welcome
all the new entrants into the Loyola family trusting that they will emulate the
sterling example of competence, self-less commitment set by their predecessors.
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Academic year 2004 - 2005

In keeping with the practice in the previous year, the academic year started »

with a one-day staff seminar on the theme “Emotional Intelligence”. Another
regular feature at the beginning of the academic year is an orientation programme
for all the first year degree and Intermediate students. We abhor ragging. But
we believe in welcoming our new comers into our Loyola family. The Orientation
programme by the staff members and the Freshers’ Day by the senior students
initiate the new comers into the various facets of college life and make them feel

at home with their seniors.

Profile of the college

In this academic year 2004-2005, the Coll

teaching faculty inclusive of 28 PG staff
inexhaustible enthusiasm spend themselves for the efficient running of the

college. The teaching staffin addition to being endowed with a keen interest to
motivate and mould the young minds entrusted to their care, also engagey,
themselves in diligent study, research and participation in in-service
programmes, workshops and seminars. The administration is smooth sailing
because of the dedicated, trustworthy and ever-willing band of non-teaching
staff. Would that government came forward to recognize their services and enroll

them for aided salary?

The number of programmes offered by the College is five in Intermediate and
five at postgraduate level. This year, the college has launched a new major in
Biotechnology expanding the roster of degree courses to sixteen. The total
number of the students in the college is 3100. Of this, 980 are in Intermediate
section 1680 in Degree Section and 440 in postgraduate section. Together with
the teaching and non-teaching staff, they form a happy Loyola family. Together
we project Andhra Loyola College as a citadel of liberal spirit, ever-growing
intellectual pursuit and of value-based human life. With a futuristic view in
mind, we mould our students for the world of hard work, and modern challenges
by suitably designing our degree curriculum with career oriented add-on courses.
We have introduced in this academic year as many as thirteen diploma courses.
These diploma courses are being pursued by the students outside their regular
class hours, which are essential for them to obtain a formal degree.
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Library - temple of learning

« The Library is a haven where the scholar can be led to the threshold of his/her
own mind. During this academic year, the library has added over 3000 collections
bringing the accession number to 50,300. This year 74 students utilized the

Book Bank facility. 14,096 books were issued by the end of the calendar
year 2004.

Sri D Lakshman Rao, former Lecturer in Botany, and Sri S Basaveswara Rao,
Lecturer in Mathematics, have gifted a few hundred books to the Library.

Examination results

The barometer of the academic excellence of an institution is the academic
achievement of students. ALC has always provided the students with ways and
means towards acquiring academic competence. Here is an overall picture of
the examination results of the previous academic year particularly in respect of
y the final year students of the Intermediate, Degree and Postgraduate sections.

The results of Intermediate Public Examinations registered an impressive
94.79 %.

Mr Gorrepati Moses Chowdary, Senior Intermediate student, secured the highest
marks (856/1000) in HEC group (Telugu Medium) in the entire state in the
Intermediate Public Examinations held in March 2004. The Telugu Academy
felicitated him with a Cash Award. Mr Moses Chowdary, Mr Prabhu Das, Mr
Sudhakar got Pratibha Awards.

The BA results recorded 93.54% with 37 I Classes, 13 II Classes and 02 III
Classes. BSc recorded 82% with 133 I Classes, 10 Il Classes and 04 I classes.
BCom recorded 93.33% with 46 | Classes, 20 II Classes and 01 III Class.

In the PG sections, for which the University conducts the examinations, MCA
recorded 95%, MBA 95%, MSc Electronics and Mathematics 75% and 86%
respectively. Results speak for themselves. I take this opportunity to congratulate
Fr Rex Angelo, Controller of Examinations, and Sri G Murali Krishna, Assistant
Controller of Examinations, and other staff members of the Examination Cell
on the speed and efficiency shown in the publication of results.
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Staff accomplishments
Doctorates
The following members of the staff are crowned with doctorates:

Fr S Philomin Raj, Lecturer in Economics, and Mr DNM Raju, Lecturer in
Commerce, obtained PhD degree in their respective subjects from Acharya
Nagarjuna University (ANU). Mr GA Prasad Rao, Librarian, obtained his PhD in
Library and Information Sciences from Andhra University. Mr V Charles,
Department of MBA, obtained his PhD degree in Operations Research from
National Institute of Technology, Warangal.

Awards and honours

The All India Association for Christian Higher Education (AIACHE), New Delhi,
has conferred on Dr P Ramanujam, Reader in English, the prestigious Rev Fr
TA Mathias Award for Innovative College Teachers in recognition of his devotion
to academic excellence. Sri D Nageswara Rao, Lecturer in Hindi, received a1
Gold Medal for his MPhil dissertation submitted in 2002 to Central University
of Hyderabad. He also translated five books from Hindi to Telugu, Dr V Charles,
Department of MBA, was sponsored by the Royal Society of UK to solve the
problems posed by the RBl on Foreign Currency Portfolio at Indo-UK international
workshop on Industrial Mathematics held at IIT, Bombay. Dr M Srinivasa Reddy
was awarded the Best Teacher Award by the Lions Club, Vijayawada.

On behalf of the Loyola family, I extend my hearty congratulations to all these
faculty members on their achievements.

In addition to teaching and mentoring students, Loyola faculty continue to
distinguish themselves in research and scholarship. This year notable

achievements include:
glish, presented a paper entitled, “Developing a

earners”, at the Third International Seminar-

cum-Workshop on English Grammar held at ANU. Dr G Sambasiva Rao, Reader
in Telugu published two articles in the yearly souvenir of World Telugu
Federation, wrote five book reviews in Bhava Veena, a literary Telugu magazine,
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published an article on “Pushkarams” in Andhra Pradesh, a monthly magazine
published by AP State government. Dr G Venkateswara Rao, Dr G Srinivasa
- Rao, Dr Ch Srinivasu, Sri G Murali Krishna, Sri G Sahaya Baskaran, Sri T Sri
Kumar and Sri MC Rao, Readers /Lecturers in Physics, presented their individual
research papers in the National Seminar on Physics of Non Crystalline Materials
held at ANU PG Centre, Nuzvid. Three research papers of Sri M C Rao, Lecturer
in Physics, were published in the proceedings of different national and
international conferences. Incidentally, Mr MC Rao just got married yesterday

at Hyderabad and we wish him God’s choicest blessings for a long and happy
married life.

Mr GM Srirangam, Lecturer in Zoology, presented two papers on Quality
Assurance in Higher Education at two national conferences held at St Francis
College, Hyderabad, and Maris Stella College, Vijayawada. Mr S Ananth, Lecturer
in History, completed a Minor Research Project sponsored by UGC. He is also
the elected member of AP History Congress. Dr M Srinivasa Reddy, Head of the
Department of History, published a research article in a Feitschrift volume. He

Yalso presented papers at the national seminar organized by the department of
History, Kakatiya University and in the 29th session of AP History Congress
held at Nagarjuna Sagar. Mr NA Francis Xavier presented a paper at the National
Conference on ‘Quality Higher Education’ held at Maris Stella College. Dr Vv
Charles of MBA Department published three papers in international journals
and one paper in a national journal and presented four papers in international
conferences and one in a national level ‘Technical Paper Presentation
Competition’. Dr K Srirama Murthy, PG Department of Botany, published three
papers in national journals and Dr AV Rajagopalan of the same Department
published a paper in an international journal.

The academic community has striven to nurture a scientific temper, keeping
abreast with the current trends, thus meaningfully empowering themselves
through cuastantly updating their knowledge in their respective disciplines.
The various seminars/workshops/symposia attended and conducted this year
are a magnificent commentary on this trend.

A The faculty members are much sought after as Resource Persons in their
respective fields. Fr Dr PF Jayabalan, Reader in Telugu, conducted a weeklong
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training on Human Values to the clergy at Mannar, Sri Lanka. He has given
similar programmes on Leadership, Human rights and values to the faculty
members of various schools and colleges. He has also published two books one »
in Telugu and the other in English. Dr P Ramanujam, Reader in English,
conducted a one-day workshop on “Developing the Skills of Writing”, “The
Teaching of Grammar”, and “Using the Dictionary as a Teaching-Learning Aid”
for CBSE teachers of English at VP Siddhartha Public School, Vijayawada. He
gave two lectures on “Communicative Competence” and “The Textbook Problem”
on the Refresher Course for English lecturers held at ANU, and another one at
Sir C.R. Reddy College, Eluru. Sri N Ranga Babu, Head, Department of English,
participated in a faculty development workshop at ICFAI National College,
Vijayawada. Fr Rex Angelo, Lecturer in English, attended a Refresher Course
in English at Osmania University, Hyderabad. He along with Smt Syamala of
the same department attended the third international seminar-cum-workshop
on English grammar held at ANU. Fr Rex Angelo also acted as resource person
on ‘Choice Based Credit System’ for the management and the staff of Marisy

Stella College.

Dr G Sambasiva Rao along with Dr Ch Sreeramachandra Murthy, Department
of Telugu, attended World Telugu Federation Conference held at Bangalore. He
also gave lecturers and radio talks. He also participated in Kavi Sammelan on
Pushkarams and conducted a symposium at JMJ College, Tenali on the Drama
Text, Vara Vikrayam’. He is the resource person to teach MA Telugu for Distance
Education Centres of ANU and Andhra University. Dr.CH.Sreeramachandra
Murthy participated in the three-week Refresher Course in Telugu at Osmania
University, Hyderabad. Under his guidance, two MPhil students of Madurai
Kamraj University submitted their dissertations. Dr V Vallabha Rao, Head,
Department of Hindi, was selected as lesson writer for degree classes of School
of Distance Education, Andhra University. Dr M Sivaram, Lecturer in Sanskrit,
attended a state level workshop on UGC Revised Guidelines at Visakhapatnam
and participated in the 3-day national seminar on Jagannadha’s work at
Konaseema and presently undergoing a three-week Refresher Course in Sanskrit
at ANU. Fr Dr S Emmanuel, Lecturer in Botany, attended a national seminar
on Futuristic Biotechnology at ANU. He, along with Mr P Srinivasa Rao, Lecturer
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in Botany, attended a two-day workshop on “Biotechniques”. Mr K Balachandra,
Head, Department of Microbiology, attended a national seminar on “Applications
of Biotechnology” held at Montessori Mahila Kalasala, Vijayawada.
Fr Dr S Emmanuel, and Dr J Chandrasekhar Rao, Lecturers in Botany, are
guiding MPhil students of Bharathidasan University. Mr G Sahaya Baskaran,
Lecturer in Physics, acted as the resource person for the Refresher/Orientation
Courses organized by UGC Academic Staff College, Tirupati, and delivered series
of lectures on Information Technology. Mr T Srikumar, Lecturer in Physics,
attended a state level workshop on “Astronomy and Astrophysics” conducted at
Osmania University, Hyderabad and a national seminar on “Radio Isotopes and
Nuclear Chemistry” held at ANU, conducted by BARC, Mumbai. Mr MC Rao,
Lecturer in Physics, attended the Refresher Course in Physics conducted by the
Academic Staff College, Andhra University and INCON-2004 at Pune and
NCEMAT-2004 at Tirupati. Sri CH Bala Kishore Reddy, Lecturer in Electronics,
attended the International Electronic Instrumentation seminar at Pune. Dr A

ySamuel Dayakar, Lecturer in Political Science, attended the Orientation Course

at Andhra University. He was the Quiz Master not only for our inter-collegiate
quiz competitions but also for the quiz competitions held at various educational
institutions in Vijayawada. Mr C Ravindra Raju, Lecturer in History, authored:
lessons for the BA History programme of the Centre for Distance Education,
ANU. Dr M Srinivasa Reddy, Head, Department of History, also authored lessons
for the MA History programme of the Centre for Distance Education, ANU. He
also attended a two-day orientation programme of Course Councilors of MA
History programme of IGNOU at Chennai. He also delivered a lecture in the
Refresher Course for English Lecturers conducted by ANU. Dr K Job Sudarshan,
Student Counsellor, attended a month-long “Strategic Leadership Training in
Publicity” in Cook Communications Ministries International, Colorado, USA.
Dr K Srirama Murthy, Lecturer in PG Department of Botany, attended a workshop
on Regional Cooperation on Conservation of Biodiversity Hotspots at Bangalore,
All India Botanical Conference at Sri Krishna Devaraya University, Ananthpur
and National seminar on Bioprocesses and Production Technologies, ANU. Dr
AV Rajagopalan, Lecturer in PG Department of Botany, attended a conference
on the Conservation of Forest Station, Peechi, conducted by Regional Forest
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Station, Peechi. Dr M Srinivasa Reddy, Sri KV Vijaya Babu, Dr A Samuel Dayakar
and Sri T Sri Kumar have been drafted as Resource Persons by the District
Administration for imparting government-sponsored Civil Services examination
coaching for unemployed youth. Dr GA Prasad Rao, Librarian, presented a
paper on Digitalization of Library in an international conference held at Cochin
University of Science and Technology, Cochin. Sri PM Sundara Rao, Library
Assistant, has authored three books on Moral Stories for children and one book
on general knowledge. He has also been contributing since several years Sunday
column for children.

Under the aegis of the Institute-Industry Linkage, Mr GM Srirangam, Lecturer
in Zoology, along with Mr K Edward Herald, Mr T Anil Stevens and Mr Raghava
of the MBA department conducted a three-day Corporate Skills Training for the
engineers of VTPS, Kondapalli.

National Conference

The college organised a two-day National Conference on “Quality Assurance in
Higher Education: A drive towards professionalism” on 17th and 18th December
2004, which was attended by more than forty five delegates from different parts
of India. A total of thirty-four papers were presented on different themes. The
following faculty members of our college presented their papers — Sri PC
Sebastian, Sri T Sri Kumar, Sri S Ananth, Dr GA Prasad Rao, Dr A Samuel
Dayakar, Sri SAB Nehru, Sri GM Srirangam, Sri Edward Surrao and Sri Edward
Herald. I place on record the appreciations to Sri GM Srirangam, Organising
Secretary, and other members of the Executive Committee for the successful

conduct of the conference.

Departmental Associations

We don't believe in ‘poultry form’ model of education, as do the private residential
schools and colleges, which have mushroomed in our state. Indeed, it only
exhibits a sorry state of life. Should our students be treated only as layers or
broilers? Well, we believe in addressing the wide spectrum of hidden potentialities
in our students and in enabling them to obtain an all round growth. The holistic
development of students is ensured by the varied activities taken up by various
departmental associations. Oriental languages association organized g literary
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talk on “What is Poetry” and Why” by Dr Dwana Sastry and another guest
lecture by Sri MP John Kavi. The Botany association organized Guest lectures
on “Bioagents”, “Conservation Biodiversity” and “on the prospect of
Biotechnology”. The association also conducted inter-departmental science quiz
and a field trip to study the mushroom cultivation at Penamaluru. The Zoology
association organized a field trip to EMU farm. The Mathematics association
conducted a seminar on “Partial Differential Equations” and a district level
Mathematics exhibition-cum-competition for school children. The Physics
association organized Career Guidance programme and several guest lectures.
The association conducted a field trip to VTPS and LANCO, Kondapalli. In
collaboration with UGC-ASC, SV University, Tirupati, the association organized
a State Level seminar presentation on “Applications of Modern Optics for
Common Man”. The association also initiated the Project Rainbow’ to promote
donation of eyes. Under this project, so far, 500 students have pledged to
donate their eyes. The Chemistry association organized a free cloakroom for
the pilgrims of Krishna Pushkarams. The association organized ‘Lab on Wheels’

Y demonstrating Chemistry experiments to more than 15 schools in and around

Vijayawada. They also organized a state level seminar on Biofuels and national
level Chemistry quiz. Members of the department also produced multi media
and video lessons. Electronics association conducted LED Cricket Tournament
successfully for the 11* consecutive year; conducted an industrial visit to SHAR
Centre, Sriharikota, Mysore, Bangalore and also organized Electronics exhibition
for two days. Arts association organized guest lectures on “new trends in higher
education” and “ State of Human Rights in India”. PG Department of Mathematics
organized a one-day seminar “Medha 2005”. The Department of MCA conducted
a five-day workshop for III MCA students on “NET Programming” and a 3-day
workshop for II MCA students on “UNIX Network Programming”. The department
also conducted “SAMIKSHA - 2004: An IT Review”. The MBA Department
conducted a two-day Study Conference on the theme "BPO - Challenges Ahead”.

Tsunami relief fund

Andhra Loyola College always desires to be the first in lending a helping hand
in times of natural calamities and allieviating the sufferings of the victims. With
this characteristic attitude, our staff and students had a campaign for the
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Nsunam Relief Pand. The response from the public was overwhelming. The
entire collection amounted to Ra. 3, 46,397 .25 of which Rs. 27,789.25 is the
students’ personal contnbution. Of the amount collected, one third waa utilized
tor the relief operations undertaken at the Manginapudi village, near
Machiipatnam. The rest of the amount was donated to Tsunami victims of
Snlanka through the Indian Provincial of the Society of Jesus. The staff
contnbuted thewr one-day salary to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund. | express
my thanks and deep sense of gratitude to all those who have contributed to our
Tsunam: Relief Fund.

ALERT

Andhra Lovola Extension Service for Rural Transformation - ALERT - in its
second year has been revitalized and revamped to suit the objective of the college
namely *forming men and women with competence, conscience and
compassionate commitment”. ALERT volunteers undertook AIDS awareness
campaign dunng the Krishna Pushkarams and educated thousands of people «
about this rampant social evil. Students were involved in several community
development programmes and social surveys; ALERT rural camp for this
academuc year was conducted at Sattenapalem, a Tsunami affected coastal village
near Manginapudi beach, Machilipatnam. Two long sand bunds were
constructed in the village along the coast. They also gave awareness programmes
on AIDS, alcoholism, child rights and women rights. Special commendation to
ALERT Coordinator Mr K Adam and to Fr Dr S Emmanuel, Vice-Principal, Fr
Kishore, and Fr Selvin Raj and other faculty members who had stayed with the

students in the village.

HEPSN

Higher Education for Persons with Special Needs - the coveted project of UGC
for the differently abled and physically challenged students, is also keeping up
to overall mission of the project in instilling in them self-confidence and equip
them with the requisite skills to secure gainful employment. Two special softwares
for the visually challenged students are acquired under this scheme. These
softwares convert scanned text into audio file, which the user can hear. In this
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The Andhra Loyola Unit of All India C

lease of life conducted several programmes during

eve of Independence Day, an opent Elocution competi

programmes were organized to commemorate Nagasaki Day, AIDS Day, Religious
hts Declaration Day. Several AICUF

Harmony Day and World Human Rig
volunteers attended workshop on “Media Analysis”, “Socio-cultural Analysis”,
sStudent Rights” etc. Mr Sateesh, Secretary of ALC AICUF Unit, attended World

Social Forum 2005 conducted at Brazil. Fr Selvin Raj, State AICUF Adpvisor,
and Mr-NA Francis Xavier, College Animator, took keen interest in organizing all

the programmes.

NCC

¥ Ours is one of the few colleges with all the three wings of National Cadet Corps
— Army, Navy and Air Wings — with the cadets holding fast to their motto of unity
and discipline. The Army Wing under the able captain ship of Capt R Ravindra
Bhas conducted rallies on Jala Samrakshana, AIDS Day; tree plantation; clean
and green programme, pledges against dowry, corruption, and eye donation
pledge. Cadets of Army Wing also conducted a survey on school dropouts under
the aegis of District Collector. In addition to the regular annual training camps
some of the cadets attended national camps. SUO T J ayadev attended All India;
Trekking Camp at Dehradun; JUO K Jason, Sgt Chaitanya .Kranti Kum
attended the All India .Trekking Camp at Kothagudem. CQMé G Jayapa:l-
izhe::'); :;t;:ld;dt :11 In'dla RCTC held at Gwalior and JUO N Showraiah attended
P Balasil‘nagonRCamp held at Trivendrum. Under the stewardship of
took up various servii:: ed-d).’ ?nd Sub L.t M Arokiasamy, the Naval Wing cadets
e pi:C;lj‘::litlest. dSPec1a1 mention should be made about Ch
Pelhi. P Amaralingeswara Raol?f; 1 ) ;r; xﬁiuaT;TD:y Parade 200S at New
in the adventurous SCUBA Diving Camp at Visakh g
}lzeddy participated in the Naval Academy Attachm:r?taén:r;n . Ni Erahmwlanda

. a 1
umar was awarded the merit medal of NCC Group, Gunml; oa. P Satish
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.rokiasamy successfully completed the ANO Refresher Course at INS
isakhapatnam, and was presented gold medal for being the ‘Best Ship
. He is also the recipient of Best ANO, Naval Wing, award among the
< group. Under the leadership of Flying Officer KV Vijaya Babu, the
-s of Air Wing took up several service activities. Flying Officer KV Vijaya
bu was adjudged as the Best ANO at Kakinada group level. CUO Sk Habibullah
and Sk M Shariff attended Air attachment camp at Hakimpet Air Force station.
Fit Cdt M Naresh Kumar, K Hemanth Babu and N Kishore participated in the
all India Vayu Sainik camp held at Bangalore. I congratulate all the four NCC
officers on maintaining the high order and discipiine of the services in their
respective wings and on the achievements their cadets have made. I also
personally congratulate them on the campus upkeep activity they have
undertaken.

NSS

Dr Ch Sriramachandra Murthy, Sri P Srinivasa Sastry and Mrs T Rose Mary, ¥
the Programme Officers of NSS, have done a commendable job in motivating
their volunteers to take up various social service activities. “Education is for
liberation, liberation of all” - paropakarardham idam sareeram. Motivated by
this noble idea, the three units of NSS have been actively participating in various
welfare programmes. The NSS volunteers conducted surveys, clean and green
programme, plantation and blood donation. The special service they rendered
during Kirshna Pushkarams is highly appreciated. I congratulate the Programme
Officers, on coordinating all the activities in a spirit of teamwork and

responsibility.

Games and sports

Since an exhaustive report on the achievements in the sports arena has al, sady
been presented by the Physical Director, Sri JV Nagendra Prasad, in the recently
concluded Sports Day, I single out for special mention of the laudable
performance of the athletic team which won the University championship for
the ninth time in succession. Our college won this trophy 12 times in the past
13 years. Mr B Rajesh had won the individual Vice-championship. Mr M S

LOYOLITE '05




[

g

Nagarjuna Prasad also made a history by winning overall and individual
championship for the college in Swimming at ANU inter-collegiate championship.
-4 Mr Zilani Patan, secured third position in Discus throw in the state athletic
Meet held at Khammama. Mr K Bramha Raju represented AP State in Fencing
at the National Meet held in the state of Maharastra. The Intermediate boys did
not lag behind their senior counterparts. Mr Avinash of Intermediate section
represented Andhra Pradesh in the recently concluded National Athletic Meet
at Pune. S Narendra Babu won first prize in fight event at Sanku-kai district
level Karate tournaments and two gold medals at Budokan state level Karate
tournament and first prize in weapons category during the recently held national
level tournaments held at Khammam. In the same event, A Pratap won a bronze
medal. K Vinay Viswanadh and Ramu were placed third in the state level shuttle
badminton tournament held at Vizianagaram. P Rawvi Kiran, Bala Joji participated
in the state level basketball tournament held at Medak. Teja predicated in the
’tatc level cricket tournament held at Chittoor. S Prabhu Kumar participated
in the state level net ball tournament held at Kurnool and was placed third.
This year the Department of Physical Education revived Rev Fr Devaiah Loyola
Volley Ball tournament after a gap of nearly twenty-three years. The department
also organized the Volley Ball City League tournament as entrusted by the ANU
and the inter-collegiate Basket Ball, Foot Ball and North Zone Cricket
tournaments. Rev Fr PJ Sandanasamy, Sports Director, Sri JV Nagendra Prasad,
Physical Director and Smt Bl Evangeline, Asst Physical Director deserve special

appreciation for the achievements.

Cultural activities

Conscious that education does not consist only in academic pursuits, the college
provides ample opportunities for various kinds of activities outside the classroom
and encourages students to profit by them. A burst of colourful and vivacity
marked Spandana, Sphoortiand Bhavana, the cultural festivals of Intermediate,
< Degree and Post-graduate sections, respectively are conducted this year too.

LOYOLITE '05 = 15




[

=

Hostel life on campus

The hostels of Andhra Loyola College truly depict ‘A Home away from Home’.
Apart from the regular rigors of academics, all the three hostels had different &
programmes On career opportunities, celebration of Hostel Days, cultural festivals

to bring out the hidden talents of the inmates. Special mention is to be made of
Mr Rajesh, Sai Kumar and Rajendra, the inmates of Xavier Hostel who produced
an audio cassette during the Christmas Season. I place on record the selfless
service rendered by the Directors and Asst. Directors of the three hostels and

their executive members.

ALCAA - ANDHRA LOYOLA COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

Alumni have long been the college’s partners in developing and in delivering an
exceptional learning experience. 14 members of ALCAA participated in the IV
Jesuit Alumni Conference held atJ amshedpur. Itis said, “Never return kindness;
but pass it on” — this what is being done by the alumni. During the Golden
Jubilee Year the focus of the Alumni was not on constructing building but
building constructive human beings. The ALCAA has generously come forward
to finance a school for the poorest of the poor in our premises. I am grateful to
all alumni of ALC for their most generous gesture.

In memoriam

We bemoan the sudden death of Mr S Naga Mohan, a student of III BCom, and
Mr K Raja Suman, student of II BSc. In the prime of their youth they were
snatched way from our midst. They were so much an inseparable part of the
student community. We share the grief of their parents and dear ones. May

God grant them eternal rest.

Looking into the future

As mentioned earlier Andhra Loyola College has been accorded the status of the
College with Potential for Excellence by the University Grants Commission. Under
this scheme, UGC has granted us a financial assistance of Rs.1.00 Crore. The
College has prepared a Roadmap for actualizing the potential for excellence. We
have identified 9 strategic areas for improvement. Under the CPE status, the
College is introducing Choice Based Credit System from the next academic year.
This makes the education at Loyola a broad based one with ample opportunities

LOYOLITE '05




&

NS

for the holistic development of the students. I profusely thank on this occasion,
Fr Rex Angelo, Convenor of CBCS team, and his team mates, Sri GM Srirangam,
< Sri G Sahaya Bhaskaran and Sri S Ananth, in bringing out the ALC model of
CBCS. Apart from this, we also hope to introduce two MSc Physics, MSc
Chemistry and BSc Visual Communication courses in the next academic year.

Words inadequate....

As I stand here as the Principal of this college, I know deep within that I am only
an inadequate instrument in the hands of God Almighty. And I depend upon
the guidance and support of so many eminent persons in administration. I
would like to express my sincere gratitude to Rev Dr Joe Sebastian, Provincial
of Andhra Province, Rev Fr Joseph Sandanasamy, Rector, Rev Fr Thainese,
Correspondent, and the members of Jesuit community. I also would like to
express very special thanks to all the Vice-Principals, Fr Dr Philomin Raj, Fr Dr
Emmanuel, Mr SP Rama Raju, and Fr Joji, to all the Heads of Departments for
their able assistance and cooperation. I thank also all the faculty members,
non-teachmg staff, all the office staff, and you my dear students who are our
joy and hope.

It is my pleasant task to thank all those who have helped in our progress,
especially our parent university Acharya Nagarjuna University, the APSCHE,
the UGC and the Commissioner of Collegiate Education. I am greatly indebted
to the private and public bodies, parents, friends, benefactors and alumni for
the concern in the welfare of this institution.

Andhra Loyola College is at the threshold of change. It waits to take off into a
great and dynamic future. And this is the time for dreams. As our illustrious
President APJ Abdul Kalam states:

Dream, Dreamn, Dream,
Dreams transform into thoughts,
And thoughts result in action.

Yes, we dream dreams wide-awake with inexhaustible dynamism.

We dream dreams keeping our feet firm on the ground and our eyes fixed on the
farthest star.
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We dream dreams that include the whole wide world, with a preferential option
for the poor, the marginalized and the discriminated.

We dream dreams totally trusting in the power of the Almighty God who alone is »
the root and foundation of this institution: To Him we surrender all our efforts;
With His grace and wisdom we would like to discern every situation, discover
new vistas and translate our dreams into actions.

O God May we hear auspicious words with the ears!

May we see auspicious things with the eyes!

May we enjoy a life that is beneficial to all the people on earth!

May God bless all of us!

Sy RO BEBOTRBE DO
DG, BEso MOPEO
DBO PPOOH OIS BHB
oD (O S0P
H5HS 0EID BHO BaRO aP8y
Doy To HYHO P
HOBNOBVDVED PADUOED GO
89 Sogpen Hoeesey o
DD B o8rd SaPod
o5 WiRE BB BGHo P
oo Hacsn BHg BoGgooosd
5 DIEBR, PHD BRGHATOL.

egmémmgomém@mammsa@amm.m
2505, OOR B0HHRRAD.
58, B oBSP FHoBo |

k )
Thank you Fr Dr PF Jayapalan, sJ

Principal »
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Tsunami : the reminder

M Anand Babu, AGH 03

It is well-known what struck the hearts
of the entire humankind, after the
celebration of the birth of Christ this
year. It is what we call the 'Tidal Wave'.
It is a destructive wave that sweeps in
from the sea like a huge tide. They are
caused by undersea earth movements
called seaquakes. They are also known
as Tsunamis - a name given to them
by the Japanese. Most Tsunamis go
undetected at sea. However, a Tsunami
may form a wall of water more than 30
metres high when it approaches
shallow water near the shore. In fact,
it is a natural calamity.

Due to this, many died and many
remain helpless. On the other hand,
many came forward to help the victims
of the Tsunami. What is that which

' made people think of helping? What

made young Loyolities to g0 around

begging, for 'fund raising'? Why do
people feel responsible to help only
when his fellow brother/sister is in
need? Why not at other times? Is it
that we need to be reminded to help
our brothers and sisters? Well, it is
left to each individual to think over and
answer for themselves. But, I feel we,
the mortal beings, need to be reminc_led.
It doesn't mean it must be as extreme
as Tsunami, we are reminded, so that
we may be what we really are. Once
the reminder is passed, it is left for us
to act upon it. That's what exactly
happened in the case of the Tsunami
victims,

But what is that which made them to
act? Is it their religion, caste or class?
No. It is nothing other than "human
kindness" which we have within us.
First of all, let me narrate a small
incident. It was that time when Mother
Teresa was working for the poor in
Kolkata. One day, she had to pass by
a street. She happened to see a family
starving for days without food. Mother
had pity on them. She brought some
food and offered it to the family.
Immediately, the head of the family -
the mother - took half of it and walked
out. When she returned, her hands
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were empty. Then Mother Teresa asked
her where she had gone. She answered
she had gone to give some food to the
neighbours who were also with no food.
Though it is an incident, there is lot to
be aware of. It is the "human kindness"
in us which makes us responsible to
share with the other. It doesn't keep
quiet when our fellow being is in need.
It is the gift of God only to us.
Everything in this world 'lives for itself.
But man/woman lives for not only
himself/herself, but also for others.

He/She manifests himself/herself in
the other. Thus they remain as brothers
and sisters of one family.

The tsunami is also a kind of reminder. »

It reminds us that our life here on earth
is not permanent. Itis just temporary.
We don't know when we will die. So,
let us try to live 100% in peace and
harmony with the other, to make
ourselves fully human, fully alive and
to make others fully human and fully
alive. Let us try to be closer to nature
and to God.

X QAN

Teaching staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Mr B Moses, Waterman

5 Felicitations for 100% attendance

The following staff were felicitated at the College Day celebrations on
February 19, 2005 for 100% attendance:

Mr M Arokiasamy, Lecturer in Mathematics

Mr MC Rao, Lecturer in Physics

Mr K Rayapa Reddy, Lecturer in Chemistry

Mr B Prasanth Kumar, Lecturer in Science and Civilization
Mr KBS Sastry, Lecturer in Computer Science

Ms S Baby Rani, Lecturer in Economics

Br J Singarayer, SJ, Senior Assistant
Mr B Naga Raju, Senior Assistant

Mr G Venkata Ratnam, Record Assistant
Mr E Yesubala, Record Assistant

Mr Y Vijaya Pratap, Record Assistant

Mr B Mohan Rao, Attendant (Chemistry Lab)
Mr M Venugopal, Attendant (Botany Lab)

:
GrOK

3

GraOK
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What Loyola means to me

ERASTUS N, DO 49

When I heard that some contributions
were required for the magazine, some-
thing deep within me shouted, “Carpe
diem” - seize the day! I said I will not
only seize the day but also seize the
moment. After that, I was left at a cross
road as to what I should write. Then it
occurred to me that this will be the last
issue I will ever read or most likely,
even, see, and a thought came to me
that it will be fitting to say a few words
of appreciation for the time we have
been together.

¥ To the best of my knowledge, I do not
have the memory of the feelings that
went on, on my first day in the college,
but, for sure, there is one thing that
will always remain with me, that is, the
very sight of the campus gave me relief
from all that I had gone through to get
here. This reminds me of Brooker T
Washington's experience, in his auto-
biography, on reaching the college af-
ter an ordeal. Most of them centered
around my hair: "Does your hair grow
long?" Someone with some more doubts
asked me, "Do women have same hair?”
And that was my bad hair day ! Be-
cause | was left speechless with what
is the definition of long hair? Or does
long have direction? Someone went too
far and asked very honestly : Do you
have a moon in Africa? With this [ was
totally scared and I did not know what

next to expect.

I'm sure someone might have asked do
you have oxygen there? And that could
have been a hard question to answer,
leave alone to prove. Thanks, my
friends from the Chemistry depart-
ment, for not asking! I hope I was able
to fill in those little gaps on your knowl-
edge about Africa. It is not possible to
answer everything about Africa, or any
other place, for that matter, as all of us
know there are things we know and
there are things that we know we do
not know. Some of the questions put
to us were eye-openers, too, we did not
have any clue that such and such
things exist there. We may not remem-
ber all the questions, but we love your
way of thinking. And we will share
them with our folks back home.

Over a period of time, we came to be
part of Loyola's history. The celebration
of the golden jubilee of the college is
something I will never allow myself to
forget. For fifty years the college has
endured not only the test of time but

the evil wishes of some students during
hard times. Just like RK Narayan's
experience in his story, "Father's Help"
from "An Astrologer's Day and Other
Stories". He narrates how Swami had
wished on a certain day that the school
collapse. “Lying in bed, Swami realized
with a shudder that it was Monday
morning. It looked as though only a
moment ago it had been the last period
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on Friday; already Monday was there.
He hoped that an earthquake would
reduce the school building to dust, but
the good building....... had withstood
similar prayers over a hundred years
now". I belive Swami's experience is
not uncommon. I am sure the college
has gone through this, and it will get

through it in the future, too.

In Africa, every morning, a deer wakes
up and knows that it must run faster
than the fastest lion, or it will be killed
and eaten. Also, in the same jungle, a
lion wakes up and knows it must
outrun the slowest deer, or it will starve
to death. In the jungle, it does not
matter whether you are a lion or a deer,
when the sun comes up you'd better
be running! My dear friends, in life, too,
it does not matter whether you are poor
or a millionaire. All you have to do is
to keep on working hard. I am starting
my run, when will you run?

To me, Loyola represents the
embodiment of a multi-dimensional
approach. In this competitive
environment, the quality of education
is not only measured in how well the
students do in their exams but how well
they adapt themselves to a multi-
cultural working environment. In
Loyola, we are able to work, live and
learn together from people of different
cultures, creeds and even nationalities.
If we were able to do that here, I am
certain that we will be able to do that
anywhere we go. . I came to know that
many old students of this college have
made a mark in different fields. The

college has produced proud citizens,
eminent personalities who are serving
the nation not only at home but abroad
as well.

With us, we are carrying the best name
in the arena of education which we will
always be happy to speak of. At the
same time, the goodwill of the
institution is very much on our
shoulders, depending upon how well we
will be able to put into practice all that
we have acquired here.

With us, we carry the fond memories
of love, commitment, values and
dedication that our lecturers have
endured to instil in us. There is an old
saying : "If you teach me, I will

understand". I belive this is what the™ ¥

college has given us, the ability to
understand ourselves, our neighbours
and, above all, the genius potential in
us all. The college, I believe, has given
us tools with which we have to make
our future. In a great measure, it is
the launching pad for what we want to
become.

The departing time is the hardest to
come to terms with. We will miss
everybody's company very much, for
sure. Our presence on the campus not
only attracted attention, but we are able
to pay attention to every questicn that
wasput across to us by everybody,
anywhere and always. Whether it be
in a restroom, a staircase, an
auditorium, even the middle of a
session in the class. The questions
ranged from hair to soil.
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Towards a better living society : the role of students

G VS Naresh, DML 12

The famous German philosopher
Goethe once said," The Destiny of any
nation, at any given time, depends on
the opinion and attitude of its young
men and women". These words of
Goethe tell us about the importance
of young men and women. Obviously,
most of the young men and women are
students. Therefore, students play a
key role in deciding the destiny of a

nation. A nation is nothing but a

Yconglomeration of many societies. So

far as the well-being of the nation is
concerned, a society ought to gift the
nation students who are multitalented,
well - disciplined and who have a
humane concern towards others.

In order to gift such multi-talented
students to the nation, a society should
be high in its morale. It should be
balanced in each and every social
aspect. But, unfortunately, today's
societies aren't in a state to mould the
students as desired by the nation. The
society has witnessed a great revolution
in the fields of science and technology,
but has failed to blend it with a
humanistic touch. It ran after

numerous materialistic comforts like

plastics, concrete structures, thereby
causing enormous loss to the natural
habitat of many a plant and animal-
The evil forces of communalism are still
active under the covers of democracy.
Even the civilized people of this so-
called developed societies try to darken
the lives of many innocent, helpless
females. Also, it's too busy to take care
of its youth who easily fall prey to evil
habits.

Societies of this kind are going to do
no good for the nation. Therefore,
students have to play a dual role in
building fair societies because they are
the future leaders and trendsetters.
They are the ones who can easily
influence others and can be influenced
by others. In order to attain excellence
in society, a student should be an

assemblage of the following qualities:

® They should be disciplined
intellectuals, to think clearly.

®* Their appearance should be with
propriety and elegance.

* The knowledge they acquire
should polish their character and
widen their wisdom.
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True politeness to prevent giving
pain.

A deep sense of morality, to
preserve the dignity of speech.

A spirit of benevolence to sanctify
their powers.

Should have tolerance towards
their own views and consider
others’ views.

Most importantly, they should
spend at least half-an-hour in
meditation or praying to God so
that their thoughts would be pure
and their will power would be
strong.

A student with the above-mentioned
qualities can now try to improve the
living conditions of a society by the
following means:

They should try to counsel their
friends who have fallen prey to evil
habits and educate others about
the bad effects of smoking,
drinking, etc., because the vices of
today's youth become the follies of
mankind. Also, educating about
the bad-effects of eve-teasing,
which often results in the death of
the students.

® They should try to educate poor
children who can't afford to go to
a school.

* They should inform the authorities
concerned about the illegal

activities in the society.

* They should encourage their
friends to reduce the use of
plastics and to increase the use of
cycles for a pollution-free
atmosphere, as it is the case with
the students of the Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT), Kanpur.

¥
¢ They should educate people on the
proper use of power and water
because, in the future, we may not
be able to afford the cost of both.

¢ Students should conduct group
discussion among themselves on
various national and international
issues so that they would be well
prepared for many competitive

exams,

The above-mentioned thoughts are
some of the means by which students
can do a little good for the welfare of
the society.
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Caste system: a curse to the society

Biju Mathew, NGH 19

The caste system is pervasive in India.
It has been there as a curse to the so-
ciety since the very origin of it. Al-
though it is entwined in Hindu beliefs,
it encompasses non-Hindus as well.

A caste, 'jati' in Sanskrit, is a social
class to which a person belongs at birth
and which is ranked against other
castes, typically on a continuum of per-
ceived purity and pollution. People
generally marry within their own caste.
In rural areas, caste may also govern
tavhere people live or what occupations
they engage in. The particular features
of the caste system vary considerably
from community to community and
across regions. Small geographical ar-
eas have their own group-specific caste

hierarchies.

There are, thus, thousands of castes
in India. In traditional Hindu law texts,
all castes are loosely grouped into four
‘varnas'. They are the 'Brahmins'’
(priests and scholars), the 'Kshatriyas'
(warriors and rulers), the 'Vaisyas'
(merchants, farmers, and traders), and
the 'Sudras' (labourers, including arti-
sans, servants, and serfs). The 'varnas’
no longer strictly correspond to tradi-

tional professions. For example, most
'‘Brahmins' today are not priests, but
farmers, cooks, or other professionals.
However, remember that is only found
today.

Ranked below the lowest caste are the
people of no caste, the so-called un-
touchables or 'Harijans' ("People of
God," a term first used by Mahatma
Gandhi). They traditionally performed
tasks considered "polluting," such as
slaughtering animals or tannery
leatherworking. Physical contact with
these people was viewed as defiling.
The practice of labelling people as 'un-
touchables' was outlawed by India's
Constitution, although Harijans even
today continue to face discrimination
on getting work and houses. Today,
many former untouchables perfer to be
called 'Dalits' (Hindi for "oppressed

ones").

Caste is pervasive in other religions,
too.

Muslims are often treated as just
another caste, particularly in India's
villages. There are caste-like categories
among the Muslims as well. These are
called brotherhoods in northern
India,and they identify Muslims with
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their traditional occupations, such as
butchers or leatherworkers. As with
Hindus, Muslims also marry within
their brotherhood. Among Christians
as well, in the 19" century and to a
much less significant extent more
recently, converts and their
descendants continued to be identified
by their Hindu caste of origin.

However, the amazing fact to be noted
is that, since independence, the
importance of caste has declined
somewhat in India. Modern travel has
brought people of every caste in contact
with one another, since it is impossible
in a crowded bus or train. Although

caste is intimately linked with the
giving and taking of food, no one can
be certain of the caste of a person who
cooks food in the restaurants and food
stalls of towns and cities. There are
no particular castes linked to the
modern professions of bank clerks,
postal workers, teachers and lawyers.

In spite of all these, believe me, my
reader, castes have shown no sign of
disappearing altogether. Let us never
lose our hope that there will be days,
when people leave out the caste system
that exists today, and live as brothers
and sisters.

o

Bravery

The doctor is speaking to the young mother: T am very sorry, Mrs Keller, but
you must be brave. Prepare yourself for a severe shock.’

With full eyes and trembling lips the mother asks: Then my baby is not going
to get better? She is going to ...’

Heart-broken, she cannot finish. The doctor anticipates the question. ‘No,
she is not going to die, but she will be both blind and deaf.’

The anguished mother cries. ‘Blind and deaf. Oh, my poor little Helen, what
will become of you?’

The doctor mutters to himself as he leaves the room, 1t is a sad, sad case, one
of the worst I have ever attended. The baby might as well be dead.’

That baby grew up to become known as Helen Keller, one of the most famous,
useful and happy of creatures. Depending upon the sense of touch and smell,
she learned laboriously to speak and then to write. She did her college and

authored a number of inspiring books.

- Courtesy : Anecdotes of the Great by J Maurus
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Chief Guest

Dr S Jelani
Deputy Secretary and Head,
UGC (SERO), Hyderabad

Guest of Honour
Most Rev Dr M Prakash
Bishop of Vijayawada

" February 19, 2005
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PhD awardees (2004 - 2005) being felicitated
F) Dr GA Prasad Rao, Fr Dr S Philomin Raj, SJ, Dr V Charles |
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National

Conference

'Quality Assurance in
Higher Education’

Inauguration
Prof V Luther Das, Registrar, ANU

Valedictory Address
Prof KV Rao, Dean, CDC, ANU

December 17-18, 2005
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Golden Jubilee of Christmas
‘ Commencement of Classes Message : Fr L Jayaraj
(July 22, 2004)

Teacher's Day Gogineni Hostel Day
| Chief Guest : Sri L Rajagopa:. iiP

«Xavier Hostel Day New Hostel Day [
Chief Guest : Sri T Shravan Kumar, DPO Chief Guest : Dr Pattabhi Ramaiah ?
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8 ALERT Rural Camp &
»

in the aftermath of the tsunami

Serving free meals during
the Krishna Pushkaram

Best volunteers with the Programme
Officer, Dr Ch Sree Rama Chandra Murty
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Association Activities
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SV UMIVERBITY TyWgemry
TE LEVEL SENMNAR

MEDHA (seminar)
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The golden cross

A Jesuraj Singarayar, AEH 22

"You know, Saran," my friend Mickey
said, “Arun and Varun were just talking
about the golden cross."

I remember it as if it were yesterday.
The queasy feeling in my stomach, the
tears I fought to hold back, and the
incredible hurt I felt in my heart.

That day the classes had begun as

usual at St Ignatius' High School, in

Trichy. All the students were present
in their own respective classes, save for
a few. Those few were preparing a
grand drama (under the guidance of
Mr Maran, a Tamil Pundit), for the
annual day of the school. Among them,
Arun, Varun, Mickey, Ramie and I were
very good friends. Within this circle,
Arun was my best friend. Arun asked,
"Hello, guys, shall we go out for a short
break?" None of us wanted to go out.
All our minds were busy in memorizing
the allotted script given to each one of
us. However, a little later, we all wanted
a short break. We went out of the room
with the permission of the teacher.
There we met Arun and all of us had a
cup of tea before returning to the room.

A few minutes later, the speaker in the
room was delivering an unbelievable
message, "Someone has stolen the
golden cross from our school chapel.
The one who has stolen it must keep it
back in its place by noon or return it
to Fr Headmaster in person.”

We all were sharing our own opinions
about the announcement. "Saran,"
Arun called, "your younger brother is

standing outside." With the kind
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permission of our techer-in-charge, I
walked out of the room to meet my
younger brother, Cheran. But my
brother was not there. From behind, a
hand fell on my shoulder. I turned to
see who the person was. The person
was none other than my best friend,
Arun. His whole body was sweating.
His face looked as though he was

beaten up by the devil.

"Arun, what's wrong with you?" I asked.
"You are looking like a man beaten up
by the devil." For a long time, he did
not utter a word. Then he started,
"Saran, when I went out alone for the
break, I saw the chapel door wide open,
which was unusual. I rushed to see
what's going on in there. I heard a
voice," he stopped talking for a moment,
then he coutinued, "I heard a voice not
from outside but within myself saying,
"Arun, your parents struggle very hard
to make both ends meet, as there are
seven members in your family. Take
the golden cross from here and give it
to your father. Your family members
can have very good food, at least for a
few months easily, even if he sells it for
a minimum price." So I took it
immediately and tucked it under my
shirt."

"So you have taken it," I said. "Return
it, as Fr Headmaster asked us to do."

Then he came very close to me, taking j s

beth my hands into his, and said, "Here
it is. Take it. Do as you please." | was
stunned, not knowing what to do. But
he was talking emotionally, "Saran, at
this juncture in my life, only you alone
can help me, Save me from this
situation. If you don't...I'll jump from

here."

I looked down to see the ground. God!
We were on the fourth floor of the five-
storey school building. He was crying.

Yet I could see the determination and __

seriousness on his face. I was
frightened to see it. I wanted to save
my best friend from that difficult
situation. If he jumped, he would die.
Without wasting a second, I said,
"Arun, don't tell anyone about this
matter. ['ll be back in a minute." In
that spirit, I grabbed the golden cross
and rushed towards the chapel to keep
the golden cross in its place. I did not
look back to sense any danger in
keeping the golden cross back in its

place.

As I was placing it in the special place,
a stand made of silver, I heard a few
footsteps. With fear, I turned. I got a
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shock! My best friend, Arun, was
leading a group that consisted of Fr

-4 Headmaster and a couple of teachers.

A crowd was standing outside to see
what was going on inside the chapel.
My stomach was queasy. I fought to
hold back the tears from my eyes, and
I felt incredibly hurt in my heart. My
heart was in a turmoil. Anger, hatred,
frustration and all the so-called,
negative feelings arose in me. My heart
was telling, "Saran, finally you are
caught red-handed." I shut my ears to
my heart. 1 just looked at Jesus
_',hanging on the golden cross. He
seemed to be telling me loudly, “My
son, Saran, don't be afraid. I'm with
you." Of course, none of them heard

His voice, except me.

Mr Maran came into the chapel
and whispered something into
Fr Headmaster's ear. My vision was
blurred. "Arun and Saran, come here,"
Fr Headmaster called. He embraced
Arun who was standing just two feet
away from him. I could not put my
steps forward. Again the queasy feeling
in my stomach began; the tears I fought

to hold back were pouring down like a

4 shower. The incredible hurt that I felt

in my heart was doubled. I almost lost
my balance and was about to fall. At
that time I heard Fr Headmaster's
voice, as though it was coming from a
distant place, "Arun, thanks a lot for
showing us a person who looks like
another Jesus."

I could not belive my ears. I felt very
bad about my negative feelings towards
Arun. I lpoked at his eyes. His eyes
spoke louder than his mouth showing
the sign of tenderness, understanding
and forgiveness. We embraced each
other for some time. Fr Headmaster
was saying to us, "Today, I have seen
the power of true friendship, that of

Jesus and Lazarus, with my own eyes.

‘Come on boys, Mr Maran has arranged

a felicitation function for you." Arun
and myself, with smiling face, were
walking out of the chapel on either
side of Fr Headmaster. He said to
the techers and the students,
"Immediately, all of you assemble under
the big neem tree. I will explain to you
the story of the golden cross as well as
the gclden friendship."

Now the tree has become a place of
prayer and a shelter for true friends.
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Seven years of hard work,
seventy years of enjoyment

N Paul Vijaykumar, AGH 10

Seven years of hard work will give us
seventy years of enjoyment. By seven
years, I mean, two years of
intermediate, three years of graduation
and two years of post-graduation.

Hard work never goes waste. It is very
difficult to work hard, but the result of
it is like a sweet. The seven years of
college life is a very precious or
important period in everyone's life.

If we really work hard for these seven
years, we can lead a very comfortable
and luxurious life for seventy years, if
we are alive, I suppose. Working hard
is like a burden for us at this age. But
this hard work estimates our seventy

years of life.

These seven years are the golden years
in one’s life. In these years’ we come
across so many temptations. As we are
young, we usually get attracted to these
temptations. However, getting
attracted to the temptations is not a
wrong thing, but at the same time we
have to balance our studies with them.
Temptations should not spoil our main

goals.
For everything there is a limit. We

should be within the limits. If we go
beyond the limits, the problems start.

Once problems start, they will never
come to an end. They will increase day
by day. As a result, seven years of
precious time will get spoiled. In
addition to this, we have to struggle
throughout our life without having any
job even to survive. Therefore, our aim
should be very high. We should work
hard day and night sometimes even
without sleeping to reach our goals. If
we don't try to achieve our goals now,
we cannot achieve them in our life. If
we enjoy seven years lavishly,
remember we have to suffer for seventy
years.

Nothing is impossible in this world. A
person who got zero marks in political
science can become a great political
leader, and a person who speaks in
Butler English can become a great
English writer. Who knows?
Everything lies in our hands, either
success or failure. Therefore, we
should not waste a single second which
is very precious in these seven years
and after these seven years, we can
enjoy our lives for seventy years. Before
I conclude, I would like to emphasise
the value of a second. In Olympics,
sportsmen lose their medals just within
micro seconds of time. Therefore, I hope
you and I realise the value of time. I
wish you all the best in your careers.
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Naxalism in India

J Chiranjeevi, NSC 16

Who are Naxalites and what is it that
they want? The name is derived from
'Naxalbari', a hilly area in Northern
Bengal where peasants forcibly occu-
pied lends in an anti-landlord move-
ment in 1967. At that time, the revo-
Intion was very much in the air and
China encouraged and lauded the
Naxalbar communists, hoping that in
due time they will create a 'liberated
base' from which they could launch an
armed revolution in India. Naxalism
did not survive for lang in Bengal. Over
“Yhe years, the government of West Ben-
gal stamped out the peasant rebellion
effectively, but not before the Naxalites
had succeeded in terrorizing parts of
Calcutta and establishing organiza-
tional networks in two of the poorest
states in India: Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh.

It is nearly two decades since the phe-
nomenon, popularly known as
naxalism, manifested itself in the In-
dian political scene. What is the state
of naxalism today? What has happened
to the ideolgy and politics of the groups,
which comprised the naxalite move-
ment? The emphasis is on analyzing
their ideological and theoretical posi-

&y tions and the inner contradictions and

conflicts between the groups, based on
their own documents and publications.

The farmers of the Telengana are no
better off today than they were a de-
cade or a quarter of a century ago.
There have been reports that, in
Kothapalli in Kurnool district, nearly
150 poor farmers with the help of
Bhavanasi Dalam of the CPI (Maoist-
Leninist), have occupied some 400
acres of forest land, but the Maoists
have little eise to show. There is no
doubt that the Maoists have a consid-
erable amount of support from the poor
and the landless, as it has become ap-
parent when the People's War leader,
Ramakrishna, came out of his jungle
hidout to a tumultuous welcome from
the landless public, for talks with the
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Dr YS Rajasekhar Reddy. The talks
have yielded very little substance.

Here, our serious and primary concern
is that, with the allotment of land, the
problems of the poor will be resolved.
Even during the talks, they brought out
this issue. If that is the case, I wish
the government would join hands with
the Naxalites to distribute land to the
farmers in order to eradicate poverty
from India.

I do not think that the poor are only
among the farmers. There are thou-
sands of poor people on the ourskirts
of the cities, on the roadsides and in
public places. What about them?
Therefore, the distribution of land may
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not be sufficient to drive out poverty
from India.

General rules have to be laid down as
to how much land of a specific nature
one should possess. but then what does
that say about our democracy? The
government will only strangle initiative

and enterprise, and destroy the basis
of a free society.

Ways and means have to be found for
the creation of productive jobs on a

nation-wide basis, and that requires
enormous amount of planning, not to
speak of patience. This is a task not
just for the "lanning Commission or the
government in power, both at the Cen-
tre and in the States, but for all politi-
cal parties, which have the good of the
country at heart. The needs of the
people demand urgency. Politics can
wait. Indeed, that is the best way to
gain popular support during elections.

The Sea

The rugged coast where land meets sea,
In spite of the ocean's roar,

Has such a peaceful quality,
As foamy waves hit the shore.

But the sea is made of many moods
It never keeps a rule:

Some times it seems quite playful,
At others rough and cruel.

When it is calm and peaceful,
The waves just gently nudge,
As if to say "come play with me,
I bear no one a grudge."

But when a storm is brewing,
And its power pounds the sand,
The wild waves seem to be guided,
By a strong invisible hand.

I think perhaps the fury

Of the lashing, white capped sea,
Is a dramatic way to remind us,
Of a Power much greater than us.

- J Vijay Kuma, ABZ 29
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Hats off to Loyola lecturers

N Paul Vijayakumar, AGH 10

I have been studying in Loyola for the
last two and half years. Two years of
Intermediate and half a year of
Graduation. It is something special
other than my school life. This may be

because of the teachers or lecturers in
Loyola.

I have joined Loyola because my Dad
has told me that Lecturers in Loyola
are very talented and experienced
persons. As my father worked as a
lecturer in Noble College,
Machilipatnam, he often used to meet

Tthe Loyola teachers during spot
valuation times. He knows a lot about
the Loyola lecturers.

So, I joined Loyola. Then I really
experienced the teaching of Loyola
lecturers. When I joined in the first
year Intermediate, I was very surprised.
I thought as they were government-
paid lecturers, they will not show much
interest in teaching. But, the
conditions here are completely
different. Even though the lecturers
are government-paid lecturers, they
never work for money. They are known
for their teaching. They work very hard
to make even an average student a
meritorious student. I am not just
boasting. This is true. This is my own
experience.

I know that teaching in both Telugu
and English languages is never going
to be too easy. It takes more time than
the normal. But every teacher in Loyola
explains in both the languages.
Though I was not a Telugu Medium
student, I know the problems of the
Telugu medium pupils. This problem

was totally solved by the lecturers in
Loyola.

Loyola lecturers are also known for
their spoon-feeding type of teaching.
They explain each and everything in a
detailed manner. From my LKG
standard, I never come across such
teachers as in Loyola.

My father had told me that so many
MLAs, MPs and even the Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh are the old students
of Loyola. At first, I did not believe.
Later, I recognized the secret of success.
The secret was good lecturers produce
good students. Then I believed it. I
want Loyola lecturers to continue the
same spirit in the future and produce
more number of MLAs, MPs CMs and
even Prime Ministers in future. It's
possible for Loyola and Loyola lecturers
to make a Loyolite the Prime Minister
of India. Once again, I would like to
say Hats off to Loyola and to the Loyola
lecturers. I am more proud to be a
Loyolite than anything else. I am very
grateful to my lecturers.
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Is India secular?

Manelli Kiran Babu, NC 26

The Constitution of our great India very
clearly says that, "India is secular
country".

Indian to follow any religion of his or

It gives freedom to every

her own choice.

On 6" December, 2004 when I heard
the talk of Dr Srinivasa Reddy on
religious harmony day in Xavier Hostel
arranged by the AICUF, it made me
think about the religious conditions in
India today.

In the past few decades, the things that
happened reflect real secularism in our
country. The demolition of the Babri
mosque and the present rivalry about
the place ruins the dignity of our
country. The murder of Mr Stanes, the
Christian preacher, and his two
children in Orissa, shows the
immaturity and the cruelty of our
people. They were burnt alive. The
national political parties contesting in
the elections with a religious shade in
their publicity is a very sorrowful state

in our country.

Certain things like the distribution of
Trisulas to the people and asking the

>

devotees to bring bricks to an
auspicious place to build the temple
shows the political trick played by the
selfish politicians for their political
future. They just disturb the peaceful
lives of Indians. It promotes tension in
the society. By observing all these
things, I can say that, even if a Hindu
and a Muslim want to become friends,
the society will not allow them to live
together.

The VHP and RSS people burning the
photo of Mother Theresa, the Nobe¥ |
Peace award winner from India, at
Rajamundry is a very shameful act. We
should also remember that she was a
service-oriented nun, who served the
poor and needy in our country. Making
the arrest of Shankaracharya a political
issue and making statements like "The
Christians are playing tricks to destroy
Hinduism" creates lot of confusion in
the state. At the same time, the
response of Christians that "We will not
tolerate these statements" makes the
issue more hot and may lead to
violence. We should also remember that
the work of law should not be interfered ).
with and 'every one is equal before law".
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The main reason for this disharmony
in the country is the superiority
complex within the people. Everyone
tries to claim that their religion is great
and all the other religions are foolish
beliefs and they start criticizing the
other religions which receive counter
criticism which creates all sorts of
problems.

India is known for 'Unity in diversity.'
But it is changing into 'Diversities in

Unity'. According to me, true religious
harmony exists only when people
respect the other religions. Person may
follow one religion, but at the same time
he or she should respect the feelings
and beliefs of other religions. This
develops a friendly atmosphere in the
country.

I hope and wish my India will be secular
and that there is 'Unity in Diversity'
forever and ever.

Said things were going to the dogs;
His granddad in his house of logs,
Said things were going to the dogs;
His granddad in the Flemish bogs,
Said things were going to the dogs;
His granddad in his old skin togs,

Said things were going to the dogs;

Dogs’ good long wait

My granddad, viewing earth’s worn cogs,

There’s one thing that I have to state —

The dogs have had a good long wait.

— Of unknown authorship

_J
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Tsunami

f\ . In one day, in one wave, »
) you have changed the lives of millions,

| leaving one half dead, and the other homeless,
from fishermen to pilgrims.

% Oh! Tsunami, Tsunami, Tsunami.

Depriving the poor of the basics,
disturbing the faith in the layman,

killing even innocent babies.

Oh God! why did you allow this to happen?

Oh! Tsunami, Tsunami, Tsunami.

Submerging the lives and livelihood,
of those who never even thought of you.

What wrong have we done to you?

Why did you do this to us?

Oh! Tsunami, Tsunami, Tsunami.

[s it a curse? Or

is it our fate?

God you have created us,

you brought us up anaq,

you know when to call us back.

Oh! Tsunami, Tsunami, Tsunami.

- E Prathish Peeriz, NO 15
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If you like people, people will like you

Alphonse A, NSC 21

Dear friends, here are six points, which
will help you to be liked and loved by
many friends, when you practise them.

1. Be a positive thinker

If you begin to love everybody, you
yourself will become lovable. Say I am
good and others are good. Try to accept
yourself as you are. You must have
self-image and self-knowledge. Have
determination and an optimistic
attitude in order to like people. The
Way you think, speak and act will show
you who you are and what kind of
person you are. Nothing in life is
impossible for a person who has in
him/her the qualities of faith, positive
attitude and the capacity to work hard
at a task, which is undertaken. So be
a positive thinker and accept yourself
as you are and others as they are.

2. Bring out the best in others

Always try to bring out the best in
others and you will be welcomed,
wherever you go. You must be grateful
for each and every small deed that is
done by others. Similarly, you must

so appreciate others for their good
works and their abilities. A person may

not be aware of his/her talents, which
are hidden in him/her. You are there
to bring out their takents and show it
to them. From then, he/she will grow
in it. So please make use of all the
possible ways to bring out the best in
others, then they will be grateful to you
and will like you very much. When you
appreciate and bring out the abilities
in others, automatically you are
welcomed and loved by all.

3. Make your friends Seel
comfortable with themselves

Thou shalt not blame others’. Do not
make others responsible for your
happiness. You are in control of your
happiness. You can choose to make
the day positive, when you make your
day positive. When you make others
happy, you yourself are happy. The
more you give to others the more you
receive. Make your friends feel
comfortable with themselves and make
yourself comfortable, too.

4. Be calm, patient and cheerful

Today is the first day of the rest of your
life, so be cheerful. Cheerfulness is
personal efficiency. That is why the
following quotation beautifully says,
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“Smile a while, for while you smile,
another will smile, and soon there will
be miles of smiles just because you
smiled”.

A smile costs nothing but makes a big
difference. You do not gain anything
when you smile but the person, who
looks at you, gains a lot. Be calm,
gentle and listen to others with a
smiling face. Then you yourself will see
the change in you and others. So the
more you smile, the more you are loved.

5. Be a source of support to others

Support people in their
difficulties and in their good things. We
are made for each other to love and
support. A sick person needs not
medicine but kind words and
encouragement. When you support a
person who is in difficulties, he will
remember and love you throughout

his/her life time. Try to help others in
all possible ways in order to support
others.

6. We must use things and love
people, not use people and love
things

People make friendship with other
people in order to fulfil their needs and
wishes. Once the need is fulfilled, they
just leave their friends and go. This is
not good friendshp. Things can come
and go but friendship is something
precious. It cannot be easily cultivated
or developed. So you must not love
things and use people. But you must
always love people and make use o
things. By loving things, you cannot
have happiness throughout life. But,
by loving people, you can have a
wonderful life. Try to love people as
much as you can and be loved by
uncountable friends.

r

gent are full of doubt.

hatred for something

What fools are éapable- of

* A fool always finds a greater fool to admire him.

* The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure and the intelli-

Love, friendship and respect do not unite people as much as common

~

- Boileau

- Bertrand Russell

- Anton Cheakhoy

RN
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The evils that dehumanize us

Sanu Raphel, NGH 05

“When people begin to ignore human
dignity, it will not be long before they
begin to ignore human rights", said GK
Chesterton. India has made
remarkable progress in almost every
field after Independence. But she is
still in the grip of various social evils
like the caste system, harassment of
women, child Iabour, corruption, etc.
The caste system has been prevalent
in India for ages. It is something
peculiar to our country. Since times
immemorial, our social structure has
been based on castes.

It was a stratified and hierarchical
socio-economic organization of society
that evolved as India's ancient
civilizations, with its own social order,
moral and ritual codes. The caste
system in its initial stage was not so
bad as it became later.

It became a curse on the society. It is a
proved fact that, under the present
conditions, the rigidity of castes caused
much oppression and injustice to the
weaker sections of society. A person
belonging to a particular caste could
not marry a person of the other caste,
even though caste discrimination is
officially forbidden in our country.
Today, the caste mentality still lingers
in the minds and behaviour of many.

Child labour is another significant
problem in India. Children are
supposed to be sent to schools; but,
unfortunately, they are sent to fields
to graze cattle and sheep. The hands
that are supposed to handle pen and
paper are forced to take sickles and
spades. The palms of these children,
instead of being smooth as rose petals,
are hard and rough; the faces, which
ought to shine like the moon, are
darkened by the sweltering heat and
hard work; and the eyes, which ought
to shine with hope, are filled with
disappointment. Most of them spend
their lives as:

"Full many a gem of purest ray serene

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear;
Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,
And waste its sweetness on the desert air”.

(Thomas Gray)

One of the nasty things prevailing in
India is the harassment of women.
Women are treated as a commodity and
as a mere sex object at the disposal of
men. Sexual exploitation is present in
all professions, whether glamorous or
ordinary. Sexual harassment in offices
is a new form of exploitation that is
rearing its ugly head today. It acts as
a threat, and this threat constantly
curtails women's freedom and mobility.
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The problem of wife-beating is most
common among Indian women. The
husband being Christian, Muslim or
Hindu seems to make no difference
when it come to beating up their wives.
Wife-beating occurs even in inter- caste
and upper caste marriages. Home
Ministry statistics suggest that in
nearly 25 per cent of the rape cases,
the victim is below 16 years. For a girl
no place is safe. Be they places of
worship or the four walls of their
homes, she is unsafe at any age. It is
an exploitation of the child's innocent
confidence in persons from whom she
expects no harm. Gender victims
themselves perpetuate gender
injustice. Pregnant women are forced
to destroy their foetuses when the
husband or his family does not want a
girl child. The cruellest form of female
infanticide is seen in parts of Tamil
Nadu where mothers or the mothers-
in-law are driven to kill the girl child
with paddy grains or hot chicken soup.
The pressure on the institution of
marriage and the family does not allow
women to get back to their parental
homes during any irretrievable crisis.
Mothers bear the pain of losing girl
children just to save their marriage so
that there is no hindrance to their
sisters' marriage.

Human selfishness, combined with
injustice has paved the way for social
evils. Those who become victims of

social evils will begin to hate
themselves when they see other
persons of their age move around,
singing and dancing. The hard
treatment that they have received from
their inhuman fellow beings can
eventually turn them into criminals.
Psychological problems will follow
them, as shadows, all through their
lives. They become unhealthy and old
at an early age.

There are laws prohibiting social evils
and there are people to execute them.
Yet we see that social evils are
prevailing in our country. Every citizen
should come forward to stop the
injustice prevailing in our country.

Dear friends, unless and until we try
to break the chains of social slavery,
we will not be able to make progress
in our country. We are the future of
the world. We are the future of our
motherland. If we love our motherland,
let us light a candle instead of blaming
the darkness. Creating a moral society
is the sacred duty of every Indian
citizen. Each of us can play a very
crucial role to alter the situations. Let
us believe in ourselves that we can
make a difference. Let us dream of
an India free from social evils, and let
us take a pledge today that, when we
grow up, we will not be part of any kind
of social evils. Let us try our best to
root out this social evil from the Indian

soil.
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Ten most stupid questions people usually ask
in obvious situations - and
some equally stupid answers !

Bhawesh Mehta, NEP 29

At the movies:
When you meet acquaintances/friends
Stupid question: Hey, what are you doing here?

Answer: Well, it's so hot, there were no cool cabs, so I thought 1'd watch
some advertisements in the cool comfort of the theatre.

On the bus:
A fat girl wearing pointed high-heeled shoes steps on your feet.
Stupid question: Sorry, did that hurt?

Answer: No, not at all, I'm on local anesthesia.... Why don't you try again,
or should I try this time?

At a funeral:

One of the teary-eyed people ask

Stupid question: Why, why him, of all people?
Answer: Why? Would it rather have been you?

At a restaurant:
When you ask the waiter
Stupid question: Is the "blah blah blah" dish good?

Answer: No, its terrible and made of adulterated cement. We occasionally
also spit in it.
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5. At a family get-together, when some distant aunt meets you after years
Stupid question: Munna, Chickoo, you've become so big,

Answer: Well, you haven't particularly shrunk yourself. ~

6. When a friend announces her wedding, and you ask
Stupid question: Is the guy you're marrying good?

Answer: No, he's a miserable wife-beating, insensitive lout...It's just the
money.

7. When you get woken up at midnight by a phone call :
Stupid question: Sorry, were you sleeping?

Answer: No. I was playing cricket for India at Sharjah, and just when you
called, Salim Malik was betting with me that Pakistan would win. What do
you think?

Y

8. When you see a friend/colleague with evidently shorter hair
Stupid question: Hey, have you had a haircut.

Answer: No, its autumn, and I'm shedding.........

9. At the dentist when he's sticking pointed objects in your mouth
Stupid question: Tell me if it hurts.
Answer: And while I'm telling you, you tell me if I bite.

10. You are smoking a cigarette, and a cute woman asks:
Stupid question: Oh, so you smoke?
Answer: No, it's a miracle.... it was a piece of chalk and now it's in

flames !!!

(A compilation)
v
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Joseph Edward Felix, Lecturer in English

"George, promise me that you
will keep my baby, please....... "

Her voice had trailed steadily
into a whisper and now was to-
tally drowned as her eyes shut
its lids for an eternal kiss, thus
denying her eyes from ever
opening again. As they shut, a
tear drop trickled down the
length of her left cheek, which,
like the right one, was as pale
7and faded like the curtains
hanging in the hospital cabin.
Even before he could reply, her
joined, pleading palms dropped
onto her breasts. His soul
stirred to see the blood stop
flowing through her palms, which were a
few moments ago glued together as if they
were meant to plead earnestly. He let out

a sigh, which only grief can identify itself

with, as he again put her palms one over
the other. Then he stooped to kiss her fore-
head and then left to make arrangements
with a heart as if loaded with lead. She mi-
grated into the everlasting world, the day
she was born in this passing world, twenty-
six years ago.

Eight years later, like the obvious weather
changing phenomenon, even that year, tor-
rential downpours announced the arrival

of winter. It seemed by the look
of the clouds that heaven was
just waiting to open the flood-
gates. The clouds looked as if a
heart-broken painter took up his
paintbrush and a pail of black
paint and painted the clouds the
colour of tar. It seemed as if the
chimneys on the housetops were
holding up the clouds or, if not
for the chimneys, the clouds
would have burdened the ground
of black bears on the chimneys.
The wind had picked up momen-
tum and was lashing the
branches of the trees one against
the other as if they could not bear
the sight of one another. The growling
again. The few pedestrians were clutching
their hats in its place and seemed to be
hastily measuring the roads ahead of them.
Now the lightning was flashing across the
sky at regular intervals followed by more
growlings and then......... the floodgates
opened. Sheets of rain just fell mercilessly.

They were in the kitchen exchanging words
just like the rain fell mercilessly.

"She can't stay in our house any longer,
George. I can't take care of her anymore.
DID YOU HEAR?" And she banged the
kitchen window so furiously that the pane

LOYOLITE '05



&

N

disintegrated into fragments and the rain
beat in. "Maggie, she has nowhere to go,
and | am all she has. She is just right to
keep Tony's company. I don't know why
you dislike her." She banged the saucepan
onto the stove and yelled above the thun-
der, "She is not fit for Tony's company.
Tony is questioned about her and he knows
that she doesn't belong to us. IfI find it so
difficult to ease the raised and questioning
eyebrows and tongues, what do you think
my son faces...?” She must have been
choked to stop abruptly. He took up the
opportunity and pressed on. "Maggie,
Reneez is NOT going anywhere. She is stay-
ing right here with us.” Maggie slammed
the cabinet shut as she replaced the coffee
container and amidst tears she raised her
shrill voice and nearly screamed the roof
down, “You take care of her yourself. Don't
you worry about Tony and me. We will go
away from here so that you can have the
full house to yourself and that imp of a girl.
We can't stay in this house. If she gets a
chance, she would kill me. Even without
trying it, her mere sight suffocates me."
George, his eyes flaming red with the fire
reflecting said, "She is harmless, what has
she done to you." Maggie screamed,
"She......... I can't stand the sight of her.
Yesterday she broke my porcelain dish.
Nearly every day she destroys something,
either of mine or Tony's. I can take it no
longer. Either she stays here or we. George
you can stay with her. Goodbye,
George....... " and she scaled across to the

door. He lost control of himself, rapidly
walked to her, held her before himself and
slapped her across her face. For any little
thing she had threatened to leave the ) o
house. This time it was because of Reneez.
Maggie held her stinging cheek and cried,
"I wish she'd die," and left George wiping
the spit off this face because of the disgust

in her tone.

And meanwhile they were upstairs.
Innocent Reneez asked, "Why are they fight-
ing, Tony?" Even before her melodious
voice questioned her half-brother, he
scowled and said, "It's just because of you
that my dad and mum keep fighting. You
are the main cause for the noise and com-
motion and unrest at home. You are such
a burden. You are so mean and selfish}Y
unkind and a big troublemaker. It's be-
cause of you that there is so much of dis-
harmony at home. Why don't you just go
away and leave us in perfect peace. You
are a thorough pain in the neck and a thorn
in our flesh. Just get out of home and we'll
live happily. At least Dad and Mom won't
be fighting each evening." She recognized
the hate in his voice. As he accused her,
tears traced down the course of her cheeks
and, even before she wiped them, Tony
pulled her hair and slapped her ear. By
then his mother had entered the room,
shoved some clothes for her and him, called
to him, slapped Reneez hard aross the face
and spat these words into her cute face
before she left, "Stay here, you, devil, you L2
be happy and make us all unhappy." After
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' she left with her son, Reneez burst into

sobs. The rain was beating against the

-4 windowpanes as if pleading to open up so

that they could console and soothe the

' pain. Her little heart was crushed. Her

| light brown eyes were sparkling with tears

as she looked out of the wet window. Her

black curly hair was dishevelled and loosely

’ hanging over her shoulders. Her complex-

ion was as if roughed by the slaps she re-

ceived. She loved them all but they hated

even the sight of her. She did not know

when but finally she fell asleep crying
against the lightning and thunder.

The next morning she felt a tap on her
shoulder, "Reneez, get up. We are going
Jshopping today." She recognized the
pained voice trying to be cheerful. It was
her most long and caring uncle George at
her bedside. She got up as usual, gave
him a hug and a peck on the cheek. She
hastily got ready and then both went hand
in hand to the nearest department store
after devouring a sumptuous breakfast.
Reneez asked uncle on the way, “When
will Aunty and Tony come back." Uncle
George simply said, "I don't know." Reneez
said, "Uncle I won't trouble Aunty and Tony
anymore. I'll be a good girl. I'll do all that
they tell me. Please bring them back. You
don't fight with Aunty because of me. If
you want I'll go away or I wish I die.” Hear-
ing all this from the eight-year-old melted
Uncle George's heart. He carried her, put
her down and said, "Choose a toy.” I'll be
right back. Don't go anywhere. Choose a

nice toy. She smiled and he smiled. Then
he turned to do his shopping.

As she was going around making her choice
of the best toy, she saw a doll with a baby
in its arms. She stared at it for long and
then she thought of Tony and her aunt.
Then as if transported into the last evening
again, she heard angry voices downstairs,
she heard things being banged, slammed
and furious voices amidst the thunder. She
heard Tony's voice blaming, chiding, and
accusing her for everying. For snatching
his papa away from him. Reneez was cry-
ing at these thoughts, and, little though
she was, she realized that she was the
cause of unrest, restlessness and dishar-
mony. She now blamed herself and she
felt terrible. Now that she realized, in her
little tender mind, of the obstacle and bur-
den that she had been, she decided to rec-
tify herself and put things in its place. She
remembered Belinda, her school friend,
mention that she lived close to the stores
and that if ever Reneez needed help, she
could approach her family.

Reneez decided her move and went out of
the department store in search of Belinda's
house. She had not the slightest idea
where it was, but now Reneez said, "I'm on
my own. ['ll never go back home." Before
leaving the shop, she kept a note for her
uncle at the counter. She wrote, "Uncle,
don't search for me."

The world was big, but it was hers: she
had everybody but nobody.
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Think positive, win positively

A Arockia David, NCP 17

"A man who wins is the man who thinks

he can.”
Water D Wintle

Positive thinking leads a man to
success. Every success indicates the
person’s way of thinking. Thinking
positively always makes a person to win
positively. Every human being goes
through some psychological doubts or
problems. For example, a person might
be an excellent elocutionist or a writer,
yet if he “thinks” that he “can’t”, then
he becomes ignorant like others. Thus
his real self‘is buried just because of
his negative way of thinking. Jesus
said, “If you bring forth what is within
you, what you do not bring forth will
save you. If you do not bring forth what
is within you, what you do not bring
forth will destroy you”.

Imagine a classroom set up. The
teacher asks the students to come
forward to speak on something. Only
a handful of them put their hands up,
that too with certain amount of fear and
doubt. At times even that too may not
be visible. Why? What is the reason
for such a problem? Is there any
solution?

There will always be a solution to a
problem in any case at any cause. The
first thing is to think positively to build
up your growth. Think everything as

you can on earth above and below and
I am sure you will win positively.
“Confidence is the hinge on which the
door to success rests”.

Life is a battle; one has to fight it
fearlessly. Fortune is said to favour the
brave. God also helps those help
themselves. Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, the
President of India, is a great model for
every citizen of India, especially for
students. He was born in a poor family,
poverty struck him throughout his
student life, but he never lost hope. His
positive thinking that “One day I wi

become a scientist for the nation” not
only made him a scientist but also led
him to become the President of India.

Cetermination, Dedication, Confidence
and Hard work are the pillars of
success. Confidence is the most
important key to success. It boosts you
to attain even the impossible things in
your life. For a confident person, the
word ‘impossible’ is nowhere in his
dictionary. In the poem, “Road Less
Travelled,” Robert Frost saw two roads,
but he confidently chose the road less
travelled, and that made all the
difference in his life.

Never lose hope, keep cheerful, and
take the best possible step. Positive
thinking can win over mountains, seas
and even the whole universe. A winner
never quits and quitter never wins.
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Journalism and multimedia

VS N Krishna, NCP 40

In this globalized world, a mere
completion of graduation is not
sufficient to get a good job.

With this view, our college introduced
diploma courses, to give an opportunity
to the students as well as to the
outsiders, to enable them to gain
certificates of merit in different
disciplines. Two of the many diploma
courses are in Journalism and
Multimeda.

1. JOURNALISM

Within twelve weeks of the course, we
learnt not only the syllabus but also
interesting aspects relating to current
affairs. Fulfilling the requirements of
the syllabus:

We responded to news reports,

We compared the copywriting,

We merged the magazines,

We were bowled overby the broadcasts,
We filtered the freedom of press,

We burrowed into the background
information,

We surveyed the news source,

We nourished the news leads,

We showcasedthe presenting of sports
action,

We storedthe tips to success in reporting,
We included interviewsin a news story,

We struggledto arrange a story together,
We liked the live coverages,

We toiled with the typography,

We enjoyed the editorials,

We polished the page makeup,

We paid attention to proof-reading,
And finally we housed our heads with
headlining.

2. MULTIMEDIA

Many of the students are vibrant with
intellectual inquisitiveness to know
more about the latest trends in this
everexpanding world of computers.
One of the many computer courses is

Multimedia. Within seventyfive hours
of the course:

Teaching is Terrific,

Labis Luxuriate,

Adobeis affectionate,

Flash is Fantastic,

Cool - 3dis Creative

Sound force is Superb,

Totally

Multimedia is Marvellous.

Now if anybody asks me, "What have
you learnt from the two courses?" my
reply to him/her will be:

We, journalists, communicate with the
world, and presently the keyboard is
mightier than the nuclear weapon.
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Status of women in India

Shinto Joseph, NGH 04

The worth of a civilization can be judged
by the place given to women in the
society. But, today, a woman, as
individual and as an autonomous
being, is treated unequally and unjustly
by society. Her basic and fundamantal
rights are being constantly violated.
She has been dehumanized and
silenced for centuries. As a
consequence, she has been unable to
express her views, and she continues
to be treated so even today. She has
been told to do what she is asked to do
and remains, life - long, dependent on
others. Moreover, even though she
takes care of the household economy
and the general well-being of others in
the family, her own well-being is sadly
neglected. Society refuses to recognize
how much she contributes to its
welfare.

Historical Perspective

It was Rousseau who said, 'Man is born
free but everywhere he is in chains.
This is certainly true as far as the
situation of women in India is
concerned. We received our freedom
fifty eight year ago and the Preamble of
the Constitution assures security,

equality and justice for all citizens. Can
we justify the status of women today
in our society? Let us have a close look
at the status and the conditions of
women in various periods of history.

Vedic Period

The situation of women in ancient India
was an enlightened one. They occupied
an honourable position at home. No
distinction was made between the
social rights of men and women.
Women enjoyed a fair measure of
equality with men in all spheres of
human activity: spiritual, secular,
teaching and learning, even war and
statecraft. Both men and women had
the right to become Hot¢r, that is
performer of sacrificial rights. (Rig
Veda, I, 131:3, V, 3:2) Women had
ample opportunities to study the Vedas
and possessed the right to teach them.
Even as men had the right to
polygamous marriages, women too had
the right, at times, to polyandrous
marriages. It is probable that
marriages of widows were also
prevalent. Women could even perform

the funeral rights of their fathers if v

there was no male heir. Marriage was
not compulsory. Marriage was a matter
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of choice by the woman concerned
through the institution of
‘Swayamvara’', and the dowry system
was quite unheard of. Even unmarried
women enjoyed the right to property.

Of the several factors that justify the
greatness of India's ancient culture,
one is the honoured place ascribed to
women. Manu, the great lawgiver, said
long ago, "Where women are honoured,
there reside the gods". However, there
was a gradual decline in the status of
women probably from the time of
Atharva Veda. Women lost their
freedom to choose husbands. The
Brahmins considered pregnant women
impure and treated them
contemptuously as dice and drink.
Lawgivers, such as Angiras and
Paraszra, taught that widows could
attain salvation only through Sati.
Chanakya assigned only a biological
funtion to women: "Women are created
for the sake of sons". (Arthasastra II,
2, 153)

Muslim Period

In spite of the fact that Islam granted
religious equality to women, the social
customs did not. Modesty, decorum
and chastity were emphasized for
women and they were advised not to
display themselves. Therefore, they
had to be in 'purda’ always. Women's

seclusion in Islam made them lose an
important privilege, i.e., participation
in communal prayers. Marriage was
not a religious obligation for women,
but they could not have more than one
husband at a time. But a man was
allowed to take four wives. The Islamic
society was patriarchal in structure,
but it gave inheritance rights to women.
There was complete absence of
education for Muslim women except
that they had to compulsorily learn to
read 'The Koran'.

Pre-Constitutional Period

The family Ilaw, the pre-
Constitutional period, was designed to
preserve the traditional family system
based on male dominance and the
control over female sexuality. A woman
had only limited rights on the property
she possessed. The guardianship laws
upheld the superior right of the father.
In order to preserve caste relations and
to consolidate property, marriages were
arranged at a very young age, strictly
within clan lineage. Polygamy
continued to be preveleht until it was
outlawed in the 19* century, except for
the Muslims.

in

The 19* century social reform
movement tried to combat abuses
against women, such as child marriage,
sati, etc., and promote remarriage.
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Efforts were also made to improve the
status of women through education
and social legislation. However, even
the best efforts of the reformers were
merely moderate, and there was no
question of establishing social equality,
challenging the religious and social
systems, and changing sex roles. Even-
though, in the 1920's, Gandhi tried to
get women actively involved in the
nationalist struggle,
considerable

there was
ambiguity among
Congress leaders on the question and
meaning of women's equality.
Therefore, in spite of the presence of
some radical women and women's
groups, not much emphasis was placed
on quality and justice on women's
struggles before Independence.

After Independence

After Independence, a number of legal
measures were enacted to improve the
standard and quality of the life of
women. The Special Marriage Act,
1954, provided a form of marriage for
persons who did not profess the
Christian, Jewish and Hindu religions.
The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955,
pertaining to Hindus, Buddhists, Sikhs
and Jains introduced unifomity of
treatment in the matter of matrimonial
law. The Hindu Succession Act, 1956,
conferred on women the right to inherit

and hold property. The Suppression
of Immoral Traffic in Women and Girls
Act, 1956, sought to prevent the
exploitation of women and girls. The
Prostitution and Immoral Taraffic Act,
1958, abolished prostitution. The
Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, removed
some of the special disabilities suffered
by women with regard to dowry. A
number of women's movements
emerged to fight for the right of women
and to work for their welfare. The
passing of law and its absorption into
the collective thinking of society are
quite different matters. That is why
today we see a number of
contradictions between what is in the
law and what the reality reflects. |

The Suppressed Creatures

There is no denying the fact that women
in India have made considerable
progress during the last fifty years. Yet
they have to struggle against many
handicaps and endure silent
suppresions in the prevailing male-
dominated society. Let us take the
simplest example of the life of an
ordinary housewife. Perhaps the
person who has to struggle the hardest
is the housewife. Consider an average
day of a housewife.

In a house, the wife or the mother co-
ordinates a variety of things - she
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prepares the meals, keeps the house
clean, sends the children to school,
attends to the needs of the different
members, etc. Even as she goes
through all these different chores, she
1S constantly in touch with the
emoticnal needs of the family members
and their vicissitudes.

There is no acknowledgement or award
for the kind of work that a housewife
does. Unlike the TV commercials, in
real life she seldom receives
compliments on her clean home and
sparking bathrooms, her daughter's
luxuriant hair, her husband's super
white shirt, her shining vessels or her
dust-free tabletops. Neither does she
get a promotion for her work, nor can
she look forward to a priod of
retirement .

If we ask men what their wives do at
home, most of them will have a similar
answer, "Nothing much.” If we ask the
children what their mothers do at
home, they will cheerfully say,
“Nothing!", because they have not really
understood what their mother is doing
for them. Can you imagine the
experience of emptiness within, if
others believe she is just idling away
her life? How can a woman feel
worthwhile if all those who are close to
her believe that day after day she is

doing nothing?

Expected Norms from Indian
Women

Women in India are expected to have a
particular life-style. This limits their
freedom and scope for their
development. Breaking the norms
results in condemnation from society.
So women in general follow the
expected norms. The differnce between
the male and the female is seen at every
level. Girls, in the family, are expected
to do all the chores at home. The sight
of a boy taking the broom to sweep or
taking the dirty clothes to wash is a
rare one to anyone who is brought up
in an Indian culture. Domestic labour
is meant for the female sex. There are
so many restrictions to the female sex,
like they are expected to go out with
an escort. Even if she goes with an
escort, she must return before it gets
dark. While playing games, too, girls
are expected to be modest. In short,
girls are expected to be modest in all
their undertakings.

A virtuous woman is looked upon as
following certain principles or norms
in her married life. Marriage is sacred
and she is wedded to live with her
partner for life. Her prayers should be
to give full life to him. As a sign of this,
every morning when she gets up from
the bed. she touches her husband's feet
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and takes her 'Mangala Sutra' and
places it under her eyes very
reverentially. The 'Mangala Sutra’
stands for unity in wedded life. The
hallmark of a good wife is that she
forgets her own home and replaces it
with her husband's family. She
idintifies full with the burden of her
husband's family. In most of the
villages and small towns, one can
witness the woman walking behind the
husband but never by his side. She
also wouldn't sit beside him in public
places. A good woman will never enter
into a conversation with male
members, apart from her own family
members. It is considered the pride of
the wife to use the same plate of her
husband with the left-overs remaining
in it.

What Can Be done?

It is a fact that even today women are
not treated equally in society. In order
to have equal rights, I think it is high

time for women to act on their own.
Women are expected to come forward
forgoing their differences against other
women in the society. They are
expecfed to join hands, cutting across
religion, region, language, caste, etc.,
and to lobby the government and fight
for the raising of the status of women
in India. Any decisions relating to
women should be discussed with their
representative bodies.

Conclusion

Woman is considered to be the weaker
sex. But society does not realize the
fact that she works sixteen hours a day
bearing the double burden of takingT
care of the family and its household
jobs as well as work in the fields, and
that too for unequal wages. Suppose
all the women in a family were to go on
a strike one day, then what would be
the consequence? Perhaps the whole
family will begin to stink!

to listen.

-

Prudence and wisdom

* Prudence is a rich, ugly, old maid courted by Incapacity. - William Blake

» It is the province of knowledge to speak, and it is the privilege of wisdom

— Oliver Wendell Holmes

J
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Live life to its fullest

Deepu Paul, NGH 3

~

"It is fascinating to be a human
being, and each of us is a miracle. In
the magnificent, complex architecture
of life on this planet, human life is like
the rising sun. The glorious essence of
being human is always present within
each of us, just like the sun, even
though sometimes it cannot be seen.
To reach it,. we need to work on
overcoming what stands in between".
(Bhante Y. Wimala)

¥ In our basic human behavior, very

little changes have been made since the

beginning of recorded history till the

present age. Human beings have

always been unconcerned about
maintaining a  never-ending
relationship with others and, more
importantly, with oneself. We hold the
key to our being happy with others. To
be happy with oneself, there has to be
a constant looking for a transformation
from within. Our true selves need not
be changed; they need to be liberated
from the clutches of destructive forces.
Every one of us is endowed with the
gift of life to live as a human being, and
we have the power to enjoy a richer and
more meaningful life than what most

others experience usually. The power

is within, lying dormant. We do not
have to wriggle and struggle through
life if we know how to live this gift of
life. All we need to do is to become
aware of what we are, recognize the
mental wealth hidden within us and
muster the willingness to blossom forth
as joyful human beings. However, the
enemy - the negative feelings - within
ourselves hinders our vision to look
ahead to a joyful living.

The best way to live life to its fullest
is to love and accept oneself as she or
he is. When we cease to do this, we
become jealous, angry, depressed and
fearful. We lose our temper when we
do not get what we want. We become
jealous because we are not able to love
somebody, as somone else does. These
negative elements fuming in us kill the
joy of being human; they take the sap
out of our lives. Our lives become an
insipid, boring burden. No one outside
us has the power to influence us; the
power to realize our destiny lies within
us, in our unresolved self. As long as
we do not release this power within us
for our own growth, they will gradually
enslave us. We will become the worst
enemy of others and ourselves. Our
real enemy is nobody else but ourselves
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locked within us. If we do not know how
to handle this mysterious, hidden
power within us, we will survive on,
but without any passion for living.

Loving and accepting oneself is the
pre-requisite to being alive, being
human and loving others. In the
absence of this self-love and self-
acceptance, one tends to find fault with
oneself and with others even for trivial
matters. This temperament of the
individual, during the course of time,
causes misunderstanding, unhealthy
criticisms, and discouragement. Such
a person will never be able to lead a
happy life and will find it hard to build
up satisfying relationships with others.
To love and accept oneself, one should,
in the first place, know what she or he
is, i.e. knowing one's feelings and
thinking pattern. Marcus Aurelius, the
wisest man of the Roman Empire, has
rightly said, "A man's life is what his
thoughts make of it". Our thoughts
have tremendous power. We can make
ourselves ill with our thoughts; we can
make ourselves well, too. Positive
thoughts definitely help us to have the
right approach to life and make us
productive and constructive. On the
other hand, there is an opposite face
for this structure, when we entertain

negative thoughts in our mind.

We feel what we feel, the way we
feel because of the way we perceive and

interpret them. Most of the time,
whether we realize it or not, our
perception is conditioned by our need, >
prejudices and convictions. Feelings
which are not reasonably used or
constructively given vent to, are stored
up in the person, in his nervors system,
in his subconscious or unconscious
mind, but, of course, without his
knowledge or decision. This is what
Sigmund Freud called 'repression'.
According to him, this is the source of
most of the mental ailments and the
cause for destructive behaviours. In
many of us, there is a tendency to
suppress feelings such as anger, fear
of some external threat, or reaction
from our elders. It is like filling a
balloon with more air than it can
actually contain. The suppressed
feelings are sure to explode like a
volcano. Therefore, it is essential for
us to know our feelings and learn to
describe and communicate them. The
more we know our feelings, the better
we are able to find meaning in our life.

According to psychologists, there
are four prominent trouble-making
feelings in all of us: anger, fear,
inferiority complex and guilt. Each of
these feelings prevents a persoaa from
being alive, socializing with others
freely and living creatively. They also
sow the seeds of destruction in the
person by ruining his zest for life,
injecting in him pessimism and

LOYOLITE '05 —{ 54—




[ﬂ

A=

hopelessenes. They convey to him the
message that he is not competent, he

) 1s a failure in life, he is not lovable, etc.

v

As long as people go around with such
suppresssed feelings, our society runs
the risk of producing many Hitlers, or
it will get to see the number of suicide
cases soaring high. Most of us have a
tendency to react at something
suddenly and without thinking much
about the consequences. Emotions
such as anger and guilt, if not
expressed properly and
proportionately, will turn out to be a
cause for distress and our downfall.
Between the stimuli that make us feel

¥ whatever we feel - anger, joy, jealousy,
etc. - and the response we give, there
is a space our freedom and power as
human being in which to choose our
response resides. And in this respone
lies our level of maturity, growth and
happiness.

Such reponses, which we make in
our day-to-day life, send out the
massage to others to decide whether
we have brutal, animal instincts in us
or if we are approachable human
beings. Either way it depends on each
one of us to decide in which side of the
mirror one would like to see. Whenever
we give vent to our negative feelings in
an offensive and aggressive way, we
distort our real self. Thus, we create
an all-time enemy within ourselves,

which is more dangerous than having
ten outside. In fact, our true self
remains intact and content - what it
has always been, but the decision we
make to face a hostile atmosphere
makes us pay heavily.

Self-affirmation is the best way to
eliminate the enemy within or, in some
cases, to transform him/her to be a
most faithful friend. By thinking
positively and realistically and by
forgiving oneself rather than
condemning others, we grow in
maturity. What makes my spirit soar
high, should it not be the fact that [ am
loved by someone but that I am lovable.
When life becomes difficult and hazy,
when we go through the most adverse
period of our life, we would not see
much help coming from anywhere.
Though there could be some others to
help us, their help will be realisitic only
up to some extent. That is to say, that
the assistance coming from an external
source will be futile or remain far away
from serving the purpose if we are not
willing to accept them. The ultimate
and the most reliable help comes from
within. If we are people with good moral
values, and are optimistic and
constructive, we can remain likewise,
as long as we do not let somebody else
think for us. The friend within us is
the friend par-excellence for whom
there cannot be a substitute.
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Paradise lost and paradise regained

Sanjeeva Fernando, NGH 22

Introduction

In the past, the island of Sri Lanka was
popularly known as the Pearl Island,
Paradise in the East or Ceylone. She
was under the clutches of the
Portuguese, Dutch and the English
from 1505 to 1948. After a great deal
of endurance, she obtained
independence on 4" February 1948. It
so happened that the Oriental paradise
of Sri Lankan was engulfed by the dark
clouds of war in 1982 when the ethnic
issue blasted out between the
government of Sri Lanka and the Tamil

guerillas.
Causes

Equality was the fundamental and
basic matter for the beginning of that
burning issue. Jt was born in Colombo
University and then spread towards the
head of Sri Lanaka, that is, Jaffna.
Within no time, the matter of inequality
was taken over by the Tamil rebel group
who made themselves known as the
most horrifying name, LTTE, which
means Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam. This sudden evolution caused
the flight of hundreds of thousands of
Tamil civilians who had to be exiled

from their own home-towns over the
years. Not long after that, on 4™ August
1983, the Sri Lankan government
extended its emergency to the whole of
the country. It was due to act in each
and every part of Sri Lanka. But in the
countryside, the Tamil people were
warned not to follow the orders issued
by the government because the
government did not give the Tamilians
the so called "Equality”. This new
revelation was strengthened and
carried out by the newly formed rebel

group, LTTE.

Disaster

Unfortunately, the Tamil civilians who
indulged in breaking the law enforced
by the government, especially during
the curfew, were killed, women were
raped and children were given brutal
punishments. There were more than
eight hundred and twenty five
thousand people displaced and
homeless, who were living in apppalling
conditions. Their lives were sadly
crippled by the manacles of segregation
and the chains of discrimination. Also
include the acute shortage of food,
medicine, clothes and other basic
needs; for instance, in Jaffna, one litre

LOYOLITE '05




—

of kerosene was sold for Rs. 45, while
the same quantity was sold for Rs. 15
in the capital city of Colombo. A cake
of soap was Rs. 25 in Jaffna, while the
same soap was sold for Rs. 8 in the
capital city. For children, underground
bunkers had become classrooms. At
night, the road lampshades had
become their study places. Moreover,
every farmer had to be ever vigilant for
sudden departure. This would
certainly prick our conscience and it
will also instigate us to question
ourselves: Is this Justice? Is this

Equality?

’Voice of the Sinhalese

On the other hand, the Sinhalese have
been in the trauma of losing their
freedom and security and are living
amidst the jaws of death. This
prolonged agony has devoured the
country's prominent leaders like Dencil
Kobbakaduva, Lalith Athulath Mudali
and the Late President, Ranasingha
Premadasa. There is no place which
we can say, is intact after the war. This
disastrous enemy has bankrupted the
bright future of the country. Ruthless
bombing and Kkilling have been the
multiple causes for the downfall of the
economy and the development of the
country. Not only that, it has devoured
hundreds and thousands of young

men, the backbone of this precious
island. It has left tears in the eyes of
mothers and has created many more
widows and fatherless children. It is
true that we can make what was
destroyed, but how can we recreate life?
The life which is lost! The life that has
become handicapped! Crippled! It is
clear that the twenty-year war has
offered us a blurred future.

Blame Whom?

Who are responsible? Whom shall we
blame? It is a fact that neither
Singhalese nor Tamilians are
responsible for this civil war. People
are innocent and peace-loving. In Sri
Lanka, the Singhalese do not perceive
themselves to be superiors to the
Tamils or the Muslims. In every-day
life, there is no evidence of Sinhalese

discriminating against Tamils and
Muslims and vice versa.

We only need to go to any city, town or
village in Sri Lanka to find proof that
there is no ethnic problem. Tamilians
and the Muslims live amidst Sinhalese.
Every city and town is dotted with
kovils, mosques and churches. So, it
is obvious that the will of the people of
Sri Lanka is not to wage a brutal war,
but it is the cruel desires of the selfish
warmongers and a few politicians, who
are ever willing to betray their country
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in order to gratify their selfish desires.
I am sure that it is time for us to
perceive that the Sinhalese freedom is
tied up with the Tamilians and vice
versa. We may be different in colour

and language, but we are the children
of one mother.

Dream

Friends, citizens and countrymen of Sri
Lanka, as a nation we should be proud
to be called Sri Lankans. Remember,
we can never be satisfied as long as the
Tamilians in Jaffna cannot vote and the
Sinhalese in Colombo think that they
have nothing to do. No, we are not
satisfied, and we will not be satisfied
until justice rolls down like water and
equality like a mighty stream. I say to
you, my friends, in spite of these
difficulties and the frustrations of the

moment, I still have a dream, a dream
to see a free nation. [ have a dream
that one day this nation will rise up
and live out its true meaning that "all
citizens are created equal." I have a
dream that one day every valley shall
be exalted and every rough place shall

be made smooth and the glory of the

Lord shall be revealed and we may see

it together. This is the faith that

enables us to be true Sri Lankans, as

free as birds in the sky and the lilies of
the fields. So let freedom ring from the

North, let it ring from the corners of
the South, East and West. Not only

that, but from all of our hearts, too.

Now there is a dawn of peace and.
harmony amongst the people, and let

us think of the future and set no fire

again; for, then only we can say that

we have regained the paradise that was

lost in the past.

P

e A bully is always a coward.

Bullies, celebrities, reputation

e You can’t shame or humiliate modern celebrities. What used to be called

shame and humiliation is now called publicity.

« A man’s best reputation for the future is his record of the past.

—~ A proverb
- PJ O’Rourke

— An American proverb

_
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Heal the world

A Alphones, NSC 21

Dear friends, I chose this topic with two
intentions, rather two reasons. One is
because of the two-eyed people and the
other, the one-eyed people. What do
you mean by two - eyed and one-eyed
people? We all have two marvellous eyes
to see the wonderful nature and its
beautiful things. Very few people make
use of both their eyes. Most of us see
with only one eye. What do you mean
by one eye? One eye means either with
the heart or with the mind. Most of us
eye the world with the eye of the mind,
not with the eye of the heart, where you
Thave love, compassion, sympathy,
empathy, kindness and generosity.

Heal the world. It does not mean heal
the sick; it means bringing out the love,
peace and equality from all human
beings. The world is full of war, murder,
rape, kidnap, threat, envy, etc. The
world is becoming a butcher's shop
where the butcher cuts the meat into
pieces. Along with human beings,
nature also helps a person to butcher
the world. So we cannot avoid
disasters, which are happening by
nature, but, of ccurse, we can heal the
affected victims by our help and

support.

We always try to take revenge on others
by destroying common property. We
should think twice or thrice before we
destroy something. Ask yourself this

question. Why do I destroy, and what
I am going to gain from this? Dear
friends, let us join together and work
for the betterment of our country. One
hand can do very little, but two hands
can do a lot. Similarly, if many hands
join together, we can easily change the
world.

Let us help one another and share our
happiness, joy and belongings with
each other. Only by our help, service
and generosity can we heal the world.
If we don't heal the world, who else will
do this? I request you to get rid of all
your pessimistic attitudes and
selfishness. Be generous in serving and
helping others. We are all human
beings. We should have care and
concern for each other.

As we know, many people extended
their help and showed their love and
concern for the fellow beings who were
affected by the Tsunami. I don't think
that there is a single heart, which did
not feel sympathy for these Tsunami
victims. Practically everyone in the
world contributed some money. So, we
are all in the line of healing the world.
Most of us are trying to bring peace to
the whole of humanity. We can destroy
anything very easily but it is difficult
to make something.

If you have eyes to see,
And you have ears to hear,
You can heal the world in different ways.

LOYOLITE '05



The generous student
(A Medievai Chinese Tale)

P Philip Jacob, NB 16

Lin Piao used to abesent himse,lf from
classes very often, and one day the
principal of the college made up his
mind to expel him. So he sent for the
young man. Lin arrived just as the
principal was about to go for lunch.

“Is this the time to come?" said the prin-
cipal sternly.

"Forgive me, Sir" said Lin, “but I got to
college very late today. You see, I found
a lump of gold in our field."

"A lump of gold!" said the principal, his
eyes popping out. "Oh, my, what are
you going to do with it?"

I decided to build a palatial house, buy
several acres of land and several herd
of cattle," said the student. "I also de-
cided to give you a small sum for the
trouble you have taken in educating

me.

The principal was pleased and invited
Lin to eat with him. The young man
ate ravenously, but the principal hardly
touched his food. He was wondering
how much Lin would give him, and if it
would be enough to buy that small
paddy field he had always wanted.

"I hope you've kept the gold in a safe
place,” he said, suddenly coming out
of his reverie.

»>

"I never got a chance to do that," said
Lin. It disappeared the moment my
mother shook me awake."

"What!" screamed the principal. "You

mean, it was all a dream?!"
The young man nodded.

The principal controlled himself with a
great effort of will. "I'm happy you re-
membered me in your dream," he said
finally. "I hope you remember me when
you really get some gold. Now please
leave." Y

It was only when the young man had

left that the principal remembered why
he had sent for him.

Divinity in humanity

™ f‘When you' are away from the world,
1e way to God.

‘ When you ‘have the guilt of sin,

You have built-in faith.

o When there is poverty in you,

You have property in Him.

'i{:When everyone seems to spare you,

. He is there to care for you.

‘ ;W_hen you are helpless,

. You are no less in His hands.
When you die to yourself,

 You live to Himself.

M Madhu Sudhan Reddy, AC 22
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What is right and wrong?

There is nothing right and wrong:

I am right, you are wrong;
Hinduism is good; Christianity is bad;
Christianity is good; Hinduism is not.

There is heaven; there is no heaven,;
There is God; there is no God.

What is right and what is wrong?

Criminals are bad; politicians are good,;
Strudents are good; teachers are not;
Teachers are good; students are not.

What is right and wrong?

We see what we want to see,
We listen to what we want to listen,
We think what our culture taught us to think.
In reality, a coin has two sides,

There is nothing absolutely correct and wrong.

- James Josephy AGH 23

LOYOLITE '05



The horizons of human rights

T Ajay Kumar, NB 01

Everything essential for the
development of human capabilities,
faculties and dignity is categorised as
human rights. Human dignity and
worth is inherent in every human
being, and they are the essence as well
as the helm of all human rights.

"Human rights", according to the
United Nations, may be generally
defined as “those rights which are
inherent in our nature and without
which we cannot live as human beings.
Human rights and fundamental
freedom allow us to develop fully, to use
our human qualities, our intelligence,
our talent, our conscience and to satisfy
our spiritual and other needs. They
are based on mankind's increasing
demand for a life in which they inherit
dignity worthy of each human being
and will receive respect and protection”.

The Universal Declaration for the
Human rights, by the United Nations,
adopted on 10* December 1948,
formed the basis of the Fundamental
Rights as well as the Directive
Principles of the states in the
Constitution of India, which was
adopted by the Indian Republic on 26%"
January 1950. The Fundamental
Rights and Directive Principles

included in Part III and IV of the
Constitution respectively, made it
unique and has placed it above other
constitutions of the world with regard
to guaranteeing fundamental freedom
and human rights to its citizens.

The National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) was formed in
1933, after the famous Paris Doctrine
was adopted by the UN, which provides
for, besides other things, formation of
national institutions to promote and
protect human rights. These
institutions should be given financial ¥
and functional independence.

Significance of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR)

Historical Context: The international
community was shocked by the
egregious human rights violations,
which occurred during the Second
World War. One has to only recall the
holocaust, concentration camps and
gas chambers in which thousands of
Jews perished in Germany.

The scale of atrocities was such that
Prof. Lenkin coined a new word
'genocide' to describe it. Chastened by
the grave loss of life and untold
suffering of millions of persons, the
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religious minorities, in particular,
adopted the United Nations Charter in
<4 1945.

The Economics and Social Council
(ECOSOC) set up the Commission on
Human Rights which began to work on
the International Bill of Rights. It was
decided that the Bill of Rights should
take the form of a 'Declaration’, a
binding covenant and measures of
implementation. In 1948, the General
Assembly of the United Nations
adopted the UDHR. The UN General
Assembly proclaimed UDHR as a
common standard of achievement for
r all people and for all nations.

Overview of UDHR: There are 30
Articles in UDHR which cover both civil
and political rights as well as economic,
social and cultural rights. The
substantive civil and political rights in
UDHR include, among others, the
rights to life, liberty and security of
persons, prohibition of slavery and
torture, no arbitrary arrest, detention
or exile, right to a fair trial freedom of
thought, conscience and reliéion, right
to freedom of opinion and expression
and right to vote. The economic, social
and cultural rights contained in UDHR
include, among others, the right to
v social security, the right to work, equal
pay for equal work, just remuneration,
the right to join trade unions, the right

to an adequate standard of living and
the right to education.

The preamble of the UDHR proclaims
that the inherent dignity of the equal
and inalienable rights of all member of
the human family is the foundation of
reedom, justice and peace in the world.
It emphasizes the crucial linkages
between human rights on the one hand
and peace and justice on the other.
These profound words are powerful
reminders to countries the world over
on the need to protect and promote
human rights.

UDHR represents a major milestone in
human progress, bringing to realization
the charter principle, that of universal
respect for Human Rights, which is the

common concern of all governments
and all people.

Future Challenges: Even as Human
Rights Day is observed by school,
colleges, and human rights
organizations on 10tk December, yet on
this very day there are protests, candle
light marches, 'dharnas’ by groups and
individuals who have been
marginalised and unable to enjoy all
human rights at par with others. It is
important to pay heed to them and
address their concerns. Only sustained
efforts of all sections of the society can
lead to translation of the slogan "all

human rights for all" into a practical
reality.
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Healthy

humour

(A compilation)

A Ramakrishna Prasad, NCP 02

Laughter is a good antidote to stress.
Scientifically, laughter is called "inner
jogging". A robust laugh gives the

muscles of your face, shoulders, dia--

phragm, and abdomen a good work out.
Laughter breaks the ice, builds trust
and draws us together into a common
state of well-being. So here are some
thoughts to expand your cheeks.

Thought 1

GRANDEUR OF THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE

Professor Ernest Brennecke of Colum-
bia is credited with inventing a sen-
tence that can be made to have eight
different meanings by placing one word
in all possible positions in the sentence:
"I hit him in the eye yesterday".

The Query: What is this word?

The Answer: The Word is "only."

The Message:

1. ONLY I hit him in the eye yesterday.

(No one else did)

2. 1ONLY hit him in the eye yesterday.
(Did not slap him)

3. 1 hit ONLY him in the eye yesterday.
(I didn't hit others)

4. 1hit him ONLY in the eye yesterday.
(I didn't hit him outside the eye)

5. I hit him in ONLY the eye yesterday.
(Not other organs)

6. I hit him in the ONLY eye yesterday.
(He doesn't have another eye)

7. 1hit him in the eye ONLY yesterday.
(Not today)

8. I hit him in the eye yesterday ONLY.
(Didn't wait for today)

This is the beauty of English language.
Thought 2

GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC SPEAKERS

A famous public speaker was asked the
formulae for success in public
speaking. "Well," he said, "in
promulgating your esoteric cogitations
and articulating superficial;
sentimental and psychological
observations, beware of platitudinous
ponderosity. Let your extemporaneous
decapitations and unpremeditated
expatiation have intelligibility and
veracious veracity without
rodomontade and thrasonical bombast.
Sedulously avoid all polysyllabic
profundity, pusillanimous vacuity,
pestiferous profanity and similar
transgressions."

"Or to put it differently, "'he concluded
smilingly....

The Query: What was the conclusion
,of the speaker?

The Answer: He concluded smilingly,
"Talk simply, naturally and, above all,
make use of your personal experiences
and avoid big words."

The Message: The answer itself is the
message for this joke.
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Positive imagination - great visualization

K Leena Priyatham , NSC 30

Imagination - the power exclusively
available to man - can be considered a
boon. Using this power to see images
in the mind is visualization. How do
you visualize yourself? The 'me' I see,
is the 'me' I'll be. If we add
concentration and feelings, it becomes
a great creative power that makes
things happen. If one can use it in the
right way, it might bring changes into
lives. The thought is the blue printand
the feelings provide the energy, the
electricity. Sounds funny? Not at all !

The power of creative visualization can
cause circumstances to change, cause
events to happen, improve possessions
and what not. It is a great mind power.
Imagine that you have a magical
assistant at your disposal like the
genie in Aladdin's lamp and whatever
you wish for is before you. If you
believe in this creative visualization
with a positive attitude, it will have a
similar effect, though there is nothing
magical in it. 1t is the natural process
of the power of thought.

If all these really work, who does it and
why? Thought is a power that affects
the material world. When you have to
confront some unpleasant situation,
visualize yourself as capable of
handling the situation easily. Just
visualize the environment to be

friendly, and you know what! you will
be helped without even asking for it;
provided you think positively, and then
we can change the 'illusory’ world we
live in. It is like dreaming something
that is very realistic.

THINK POSITIVE - we often hear this.
What actually is the underlying
significance? What is it that enables
tough people to succeed? What helps
them survive the tough times when
others are overcome by them? The
answer is, the application of the
powerful concept of positive thinking.
Many doubt if it works, considering it
nonsense.

You are a positive thinker-it implies
that you admit that you admit into the
mind only the thoughts, world and
images that are conducive to growth,
expansion and success. A positive
mind thinks of happiness, health and
victory in everything. Whatever the
mind expects, it by all means, finds.
The result may be delayed, but it will
not be denied. Is there any
omnipresent wizard causing all this to
happen? No, it is all natural. Neither
success nor self-esteem comes
necessarily through mere talent or
territory.

It is greatly essential that you take
these works to heart to find the stuff
worthy and working. If one feels that
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his attitude is positive, and he is sure
of success, but in a corner of his mind,
he is sceptical about the hidden fact;
this negative aspect alone may cause
him to fail. It is not meant to
underestimate the seriousness of the
problem or the situation. On the other
hand, never underestimate your power
to cope with it. You have an untapped
potential to deal with it.

Changes do not occur overnight. Once
a negative thought enters your mind,
just relax and try to replace it with a
constructive one. It is as if there are
two pictures in front of you, and you

choose to look at one and disregard the
others. Persistence will eventually
teach the mind to think positively.

More importantly, do not bother as to
how your present circumstances are.
Just start visualizing all positive
outcomes. J/t may take some time for
the changes to talk place, but,
ultimately, rather eventually, they will.
Feel that you deserve to succeed as
much as anyone else, irrespective of the
situation, and remember, friends, as it
is said:

When the going gets tough, the tough
get going.

Oh, what a mistake!

If a barber makes a mistake,
It's a new style.

If a driver makes a mistake,
It's an accident.

If a doctor makes a mistake,
It's an operation.

If an engineer makes a mistake,
It's a new venture.

If a politician makes a mistake,
It's a new law.

If a scientist makes a mistake,
It's a new invention.

If a tailor makes a mistake,

It's a new fashion.

Ifa tpacher makes a mistake,
It's a new theory.

But if a student makes a mistake,

"It is a mistake"!

- E Prathish Peeriz, NO 15
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Pamper your talent

S Saikiran, NCP 1

Talent is probably the most valuable
asset of every student. Even talent is
a matter of survival.

The tried and tested way of building
and managing your talent pool is to
develop a culture of learning and
knowledge-sharing even while taking
care of external environmental needs
and applying optimum work pressure.

Talented people are often high strung
and temperamental. You may have to
put up with a few temper tantrums and
heated arguments along the way.

People with talent are, after all, a
different species altogether from the
rest of the pack and hence need to be
managed differently.

Here are a few insights:

e Talented workers are often
ambitious, highly motivated and
love challenges that test their
abilities; it gives them a high.

Don't insult their capabilities by
relegating them to mundane tasks.

e  Put them onto only the very best

projects and the finest

assignments. A dull monotonous
job sans any challenge is a sure
shortcut to send your blue-eyed
boy scuttling into the waiting arms
of competition.

e Talent breeds talent. Put talented
people in the ecompany of other
talented people and they are likely
to come up with some really bang-
up ideas and innovative solutions.
Conduct frequent workshops,
seminars, training sessions and
the like to bring the best in your
organization together and get them
to interact.

®* Geniuses thirst for knowledge.
They need to apply, create, acquire
and leverage knowledge, just as
much as they need to breathe.
Always encourage them in their
quest for knowledge, even if you
need to go out of your way to do
that. Else, they will find another
company that does.

Hence, careers make you look like a
genius for managing, to find and retain
such toppers in the first place!
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Do you tend to be judgemental ?

Deepak Jose, RA 09

When you look at a person and
assume this self-allotted duty of
deciphering actions and defining
motives, you not only meddle with the
divine law that each human being is a
unique creation of God, but you also
the most prominent
psychological observation that people
need their own spaces.

ignore

We have no
right to trespass.

"Your freedom ends where my nose
begins" is no strange philosophy to the
strange eye. Unfortunately, learning
does not guarantee culture. It is this
culture that helps maintain discreet
silence when we are tempted to say a
hundred and one things.

"The tongue is the rope by which
most men hang themselves." To hang
oneself is bad enough; to hang others
would be a sin. Discretion is probably
the thin, almost invisible line, between
literacy and education. How discreet
are we and how exemplary are we in
our own discretion? For, aren't we
watched by hundreds of young
discerning eyes?

We belong to a cold-blooded age
where we unscrupulously watch

cricket. While the highly inflated egos
of two men play havoc with the lives of
hundreds, totally insensitive to the
trauma and tragedy, we are not
dismayed when people commit suicide
for the falling wickets, while
conveniently bypassing the
deteriorating values. Our sympathies
are always with the powerful, because
we feel safe. But the common man who
touches our lives as a part of their job,
we do not spare. We look at them as
we look at cockroaches under a
microscope and do an autopsy almost
with a satanic pleasure. Where does
all this begin?

It probably begins at the base of
low or no self-esteem, where we tend
to appear tall by ducking the heads of
the taller. Behind the vicious tendency
of passing judgements, is the pitiable
absence of self-respect and the most
abominable part of the whole attitude
is how we justify our own actions as a
sincere effort of deep personal concern.
Lack of courage is forgivable, but moral
cowardice is unbearable.

People need their own spaces to
exist. It's not human to press into
someone's life and try to own it
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theoretically or verbally. "Human
relationship is everything," says
William James. Surely, he was not
referring to reflections in the mirror or
shadows at noon, acting exactly the
same way, but to dynamic relationships
where people agree to disagree. We lack
the strength in conviction that children
so often display in their conversations.

Thanks to our “education”, we are
gifted with the power of reasoning.

There is no need to jump into
conclusions. There is no reason to be
threatened by how good or bad others
are. There is no necessity to attribute
motives to what we fail to understand.
There is no pleasure when we look into
ourselves at the end of the day and
remember with shame the things we
have said and done. There's one thing
that can never be undone in this world:
..... A THOUGHTLESS WORD.

Who

I'm a lover’s eye and the spirit’s wine
and the heart’s nourishment.

I am a rose, my heart opens at dawn
and the virgin kisses me and places
me upon her breast.

I am the heart of true fortune, and

the origin of pleasure and the beginning

of peace and tranquility; I am the gentle smile
upon the lips of beauty. When youth
overtakes me, he forgets his toil and his
whole life becomes a reality of sweet dreams.

I am the poet’s elation
and the artist’s revelation
and the musician’s inspiration.

I am a sacred shrine on the heart of a
child, adored by a merciful mother.

am I?

I appear to a heart’s cry; I shun a demand,
my fullness pursues the heart’s desire,
it shuns the empty claim of the voice.

I appeared to adam through eve

and edile was his lot;

yet I revealed myself to solomon, and
he drew wisdom from my presence.

I am the ages - building today

and destroyed tomorrow;

I am like a god, who creates and ruins.

[ am sweeter than a violet’s sigh;

[ am more voilent than a raging tempest.

Gifts alone do not entice me;

parting does not discourage me;
jealousy does not prove my awareness;
poverty does not chase me;

madness does not prove my presence.

- P Jagan, AP 55
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The seven wonders of the world

Deepak Jose, RA 09

»
A group of students were asked to list what they thought were the seven wonders
of the world. Though there were some disagreements, the following got the
most votes:

o The Great Pyramids

[ The Taj Mahal

@ The Grand Canyon

o The Panama Canal

[ ) The Empire State Building

o St Peters Basilica

@ The Great Wall of China 2

While gathering the votes, the teacher noticed that one student had not turned
in her paper, so she asked if she was having any trouble with her list. She said,
" I couldn't quite make up my mind because there were so many.” The teacher
said," Well, tell us what you have!" The girl hesitated, then read,

%* To See
To Hear
To Touch
To Taste
To Feel
To Laugh
To Love

¥* % X Xk %k

The room was so quiet that you could have heard a pin drop. The things that
we overlook as simple and ordinary and that we take for granted are truly the kdl
most precious. (A compilation)
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My city: The heart of Andhra

SK Jani, NSC 23

Vijayawadal The very name evokes
myriad images, images diverse and
conflicting, despite the picture of dis-
mal gloom. There are pockets of oasis
in this desert, spread over an area of
fifty-eight kilometers square, taking
care of 8,53,000 people.

Vijayawada - the name, when trans-
lated, literally means, 'the place of vic-
tory,' - is dedicated to the victory of
Arjuna, the Pandava prince, on the hills

f Indrakeeladri. Originally called
Vijayavatika and Vijayapuri, later it was
changed to Bezawada. The British
called it Blazewada.

It is a place on the rich coastal delta
nestled between the hills of the East-
ern ghats and the River Krishna. It is
famous for being the commercial and
cultural capital and also the political
hub in Andhra Pradesh. Its panoramic
lake and the 3 (three) canals that run
through the city give Vijayawada a Ve-
netian appearance.

Places of interest

This city is a must visit if anyone wants
to go temple hopping. The presiding
deity is Goddess Kanakadurga. The

temple atop the Indrakeeladri hill is
dedicated to her. She is grandly cel-
ebrated during Dusshera.

The Gandhi Hill

Formerly known as Our Hills in the
center of the city, it has a unique monu-
ment standing eighteen point five three
metres high, dedicated to our Father
of the Nation. The first ever monument
in the country dedicated to him, it was
inaugurated by the late former Prime
Minister of India, Sri LB Shastri, in
1968. It houses a planetarium and a
toy train for a joy ride.

The Prakasham Barrage

This is one of the prime attractions in
the city. This impressive one thousand,
two hundred and twenty-three point
five metres long, modern regulator-
cum-road bridge was named after the
first Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
Sri Tanguturi Prakasham. It has been
serving this for forty-eight years and
still promises to continue its service.

Moghulrgjpuram Caves

This landmark in the city houses 3
temples dating back to the fifth cen-
tury. The Ardhanareswara idol found
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here is considered to be the last of its
kind in India.

Hazrat Bal Mosque

This site is of religious significance
among our Muslim brethren. A holy
relic of the Prophet Muhammad is kept
here and is displayed to the public once
in a year.

Undavalli Caves

Undavalli, a place eight kilometres
away from Vijayawada, is famous for
its cave temples, carved out of black
granite hills. The five-metre-long re-
clining Lord Vishnu, sculpted from a
single black of granite, is a must see.

Akkana- Madana Caves

On the way to the Kanakadurga
temple, are the rock-cut caves dedi-

cated to Akkana and Madana, minis-
ters in the court of Abdul Hussan
Tanisha of the seventeenth century. >

The Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Bus
Station (PNBS)

The Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru Bus
Station, inaugurated by the then Chief
Minister, NT Rama Rao, is said to be
the largest bus station in India. It was
inaugurated on 23 September 1990. It
was formerly known as Telugu
Satavahana Prayana Pranganam. It
has all the facilities required for a mod-
ern bus station.

To her honour it is said that.'
Vijayawada was once visited by the fa-
mous Chinese traveller, Hieun Tsang,
and twice by Mahathma Gandhi. Re-
ally, how great my city is !

f

the new conditions.

it: 7 have struck another match.’

\

‘I have struck another match.’

In the depths of his bereavement, a widower had this engraved on the
tombstone of his wife: My light has gone out.’

But as time healed the wound and another girl caught his fancy, he decided
to get sliced with her. He asked the advice of Bishop Henry C Potter whether
or not he should have the inscription erased, since it seemed at variance with

‘Oh, no’, said the bishop, 1 wouldn’t have it taken off. Just put underneath

- Courtesy: Anecdotes of the Great by J Maurus 5
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Jaai Milan : National Congress of Jesuit

Alumni/ae
Fr A Theckemury, SJ (Director, ALCAA)

Andhra delegates at JAAI MILAN
ALCAA (Andhra Loyola College Alumni
Association), is a vibrant unit of the
National Congress of the Jesuit Alumni
(India), which in turn is an active
constituent of the World Congress of
Jesuit Alumni. While it is difficult for
many members to attend an
international conference of the Jesuit
Alumni, it is comparatively easy for
many members of ALCAA to attend a
National Congress. A team of 25
delegates from Andhra Pradesh
attended the National Congress held in
Jamshedpur from October 29 to 31.
Out of the twenty five delegates,
fourteen were from ALC.

The four zones into which the Jesuits
in India are divided are entrusted with

v the organization of the Jesuit Alumni

National Congress. The South Zone
took the initiative to organize the first

National Congress in Chennai in 1995,
where two illustrious Jesuit alumni, Sri
Jothi Basu, the then Chief Minister of
West Bengal, and Dr APJ Abdul Kalam,
the President of India, took part.

The second National Congress was held
in 1998 by the North Zone in Kolkata.

The West Zone hosted the third
National Congress in Mumbai in 2001.
It was the turn of the Central Zone to
conduct the fourth National Congress.
Jamshedpur was the venue selected for
the fourth National Congress, namely,
JAAI MILAN, in October 2004.
Delegates from ALCAA always took
active part in all these national
congress meetings. Twenty-five
delegates from Andhra mingled with
300 delegates, who came from different
parts of India, for the fourth National
Congress.

The theme of the Mumbai National
Congress was ‘Making a Difference’, By
taking 'Networking' as its theme, the
Jamshedpur meet demonstrated how
this difference can be achieved through
Networking. Thus, not only the
continuity of the theme was kept up

‘but it enabled the Congress to go deep

into the same theme. What was
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abstract in the Mumbai meet was made
concrete in the meeting at Jamshedpur.

One of the resource persons pointed
out the lack of effective net- working
among the individual Jesuits and
among the various Jesuit Institutions,
and, as a consequence, there is a waste
of intellectual output, money and time.
While individual institutions excel in
one field or the other, the lack of
sharing and the lack of exchange of
information deprives other institutions
of valuable information which they
could make use of in moving ahead in
academic excellence.

The ALCAA school project is the
concrete fruit of networking.
Inspiration for the ALCAA school is
drawn from a similar school in Kolkata.
Exchange of information and sharing
of experience helped the alumni to
think in a different line. From material
construction, it was possible for the
members to focus on human
development. The Jesuit alumni, all
over the world, are exposed to the same
educational atmosphere and the same
spirit. Commitment and compassionate
concern for the poor is just one of those
values imparted by the Jesuit alumni.
This concern for the poor is manifested
in various ways by adapting to the
needs of the target group. The poor
are everywhere. A Jesuit alumnus
cannot escape from encountering them,

since he/she has been moulded into
man and woman for others.

There are many other values imbibed
by the alumni during his/her stay in
Jesuit schools and colleges.

Fr Kolvenbach, the Superior-General
of the Society of Jesus, speaks about
these values in a succinct way:

"In a world where warring ideologies,
ethnic conflicts, religious fundamental-
ism and intolerance have been caus-
ing so much suffering and oppression,
where many conflicting voices are
raised, but very often the voices of san-
ity and of justice are not heard, because
we do not speak up; I see a special roIe“
for the Jesuit alumni as a worldwide
organization. They are called upon to
make an impact both at the national
and international levels.

“The Jesuit institution where you have
studied, where students coming from
different social, economic, cultural and
religious backgrounds are trained
successfully to live and work in
harmony, tolerance and friendship, will
have trained you to appreciate human
dignity and have prepared you to
contribute now as adults to build all
important bridges among various
communities, to promote inter -
religious and inter - cultural dialogue
to work for human harmony and
peace."
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Learning English can be fun and easy

Ashok Kolla, DGH 19

Language learning can be easier and
more fun. Any language under the sky
can be learnt through the LSRW
method. Of course, this method is very
popular these days. LSRW stands for
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and
Writing. Through this method, by
spending a considerble amount of time
of twenty to thirty minutes, on each of
these four methods stated above, we
can achieve results in acquiring good
language skills. These days, the scope
of English language has become wider.
One cannot cope without English in his
academic and daily activities.
Especially students, at the college level,
should take learning English seriously.
After leaving the college, we have to face
interviews, group discussions, micro
presentation, etc., for jobs and for
admissions into postgraduate courses
like MBA.

LISTENING : A child starts learning by
listening. When we listen to something,
we remember it for a long time. The
best example is the cinema songs.
Likewise, if we have the habit of
listening to English, we can express
whatever we have in our mind.

What to listen?

Listen to the English news on BBC and
All India Radio regularly.

Listen to speeches and conversations
of others.

SPEAKING : The most practical way of
learning a language is through speak-
ing. We can develop a command over
the language through conversations in
different contexts with the people of
different walks of life.
we are chatting with friends, we must
cultivate the habit of speaking in En-
glish. Meanwhile, participating in de-
bates, elocutions, and floor-crossing
competitions will definitely enhance our
language usage. Good oral presenta-
tions improve our job prospects. Some
books on speaking.

At least when

®* John Seeley. 7he Oxford Guide to
Speaking and Writing, Oxford Uni-
versity Press.

® Grant Taylor. English Conversa-
tions, Tata McGrahill.

® Exercises in Spoken English
(accent, rhythm, & intonation,
consonants and vowels)-3 books
with audio cassettes, published by
CIEFL, Hyderabad.
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READING : Reading helps us to
improve our vocabulary and
comprehension ability.' One should
read a wide variety of reading material
on different subjects like History,
Anthropology, Mathematics,
Philosophy, Physics, Psychology,
Literature, Economics, Sociology,
Finance, novels in science fiction
suspense, etc. Reading newspaper
editorials and magazines improve our
language skills.

Books like 'How to Read Better and
Faster' by Norman Lewis will be very
helpful for effective reading.

WRITING : Writing carries equal
importance on par with the three other
aspects discussed above. Through
writing we can rectify our problem of
language and the mistakes we make.
Writing a diary - just the daily activities
- really helps in getting a command over
the tenses. Take any object of interest
and start writing a simple paragraph
on it.

Simultaneously, write on any topic

such as current politics, local problems
or about our college for the newspapers.

Divided we stand

A worldwide survey was conducted by the UN. The only question asked
was: : "Would you please give your honest opinion about solutions to the food

in the rest of the world?"

{ mg' was a huge failure because :
a, the aﬁﬂnﬁmow what 'food’ meant,




Duelling proverbs

Dhiren Chauhan, NO 50

Many popular sayings are correct, even insightful, when applied to life's cir-
cumstances. But when proverbs are viewed without qualification, they can
cancel each other out. For instance, "Too many cooks spoil the broth” and "Two
heads are better than one".

Read on, you will find out.

¢ He who hesitates is lost. But, look before you leap.

¢ Birds of a feather flock together. But opposites attract.

¢ You are never too old to learn. But, you cannot teach an old dog new tricks.
¢ There is safety in numbers. But, better be alone than in bad company.

¢ Practice makes perfect. But, all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.

¢ The best things come in small packages. But, the bigger, the better.

¢ Variety is the spice of life. But, don’t change horses midstream.

¢ Doubt is the beginning, not the end, of wisdom. But faith will move moun-

tains.
¢ Silence is golden. But, the squeaky wheel gets the grease.
¢ The pen is mightier than the sword. But, actions speak louder than words.
¢ Clothes make the man. but, never judge a book by its cover.

¢ If at first you don't succeed, try, try again. But, don't flog a dead horse.

(A compilation)
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It's a girl's world

If 'm late for class, I'm told, "Time and Tide wait for none".
If she is late, then the bus was late.
If a girl is dressed as a boy, she is modern.
But if a boy is dressed as a girl, "Has he escaped from a zoo?”
If a boy talks to a girl, " I think, he is trying for her." N
But 1f a girl talks to a boy, then she is being friendly.
When a boy loves a girl, "It's just an infatuation”.
But if a girl loves a boy, it's love.
When a girl cries, the world is moved to pity.
But, when a boy cries, "Come on, man, don't be a girl."
If a girl meets with an accident, then it's the mistake of others.
But if a boy meets with an accident, " I think you should learn to drive."
If a boy sits in the front seat of a city bus, he is a mannerless brute.
But if a girl sits in a back seat, "Try to respect ladies, man”.
If there are girls in a class, the professor gives an interesting lecture.

And if there are no girls, “Today there's no class.”

- M Karunakar, NMBA 29
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Discipline vs you

Arokiyaraj, TB 95

Life is beautiful, but it is difficult as
well. Difficulties, problems and pains
make life worth living. This is a great
truth, one of the greatest truths, as the
great Buddha taught: "Life is suffer-
ing". It is a great truth because once
we truly grasp this, we can transcend
it. Once we truly understand and ac-
cept it, life is no longer difficult. Cat-
egorically, we can state that life is a
process of learning, a process of errors,
falls and successes. But only a disci-
plined one will find this great truth.
'Most of us do not fully perceive this

truth that life is difficult; instead we
moan more or less incessantly, noisily
or subtly about the enormity of our
problems, our burdens, and our diffi-
culties as if life in general should be
easy | To arrive at this great realiza-
tion, we have to choose the path of dis-
cipline. As the saying goes, "If there is
no pain, there is no gain". To achieve
something great, great sacrifice is re-
quired of us to touch the height of glory.
We have to swim against the current.
The greater the suffering, greater will
be the glory.

Life is a series of problems. Do we want
to moan over them or love them? Dis-
cipline is the basic set of tools we re-
quire to solve life’'s problems. With
some discipline, we can solve some
problems. With total discipline we can
solve most problems.

What makes life difficult is the process
of comforting and solving problems,
which is painful. Problems, depend-
ing upon their nature, evoke in us frus-
tration or grief, sadness or lowliness,
guilt or regret, anger or fear, anxiety or
despair. And since life poses an end-
less series of problems, life is always
difficult and full of pain as well as joy.
But every problems has a way out. Yet
it is in this whole process of meeting
and solving problems that life has its
meaning. Problems are the cutting
edge that distinguish between success
and failure. One may fail, but he or
she is not a failure. Problems call forth
our courage and our wisdom. When
we challenge and encourage the human
capacity to solve problems, we scale
great heights. But only a disciplined
person can achieve this. As Benjamin
Franklin said, "Those things that hurt,
instruct."”

The more discipline we possess, the
better we know our responsibility, aim
and objective. A disciplined person can
fulfil his or her duty faithfully. He or
she knows his or her duty towards one-
self and towards the other. We have to
rise above all. Therefore, the need of
the hour is discipline, more accurately
self-discipline, a mastery over our-
selves, which is the source of joy,
happpiness and prosperity. [ call upon
all of you to ponder over this again and
again,

LOYOLITE 05 ={ 78 pomm



Oh, dear Examination !

Oh, dear Examination!
What makes you come SO often?
Like the mighty Kumbakarna of the Ramayana,

After a six-month rest,

Just to paralyze our activities.

Pushing us into the sea of books,

Taking away our sleep,
For about a month, and then back to your bed!

Tell me, are we your prey?

What is the pleasure you get?

Troubling these young hearts?

Even that Kumbakarna did not awake,

By the roaring sounds of drums!

But how come you get up at the right time?

Isn't your stomach filled with eating (failing) hundreds of students?
Isn't your thirst quenched by drinking our SOTTrows?
You are indeed a season! A special season!

You bring heat cold rain altogether upon us!

You are a special dishl!

You result sweetly to some, bitter to many!

That's why many of us fear you and hate you.

But one thing is true :

We still need you

Because, without you, we have no value. ke
-V S N Krishna, NCP 04
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World Social Forum 2005 |

B Sateesh, NEP 5
Secretary, AICUF, ALC

RENE

The author at the WSF 2005

It is a great privilege for me as well as
Andhra AICUF to represent the Fifth
World Social Forum (WSF 2005) held
7in Brazil. I was one of them who rep-
resented the National AICUF on behalf
of the South Asian Peoples’ Initiatives
(SAPI).

It was my maiden fliggt experience and
it was also an unforgettable experience
in my life. We, a team of 15 members,
represented SAPI from INDIA. A team
of 15 plantation workers from Sri Lanka
(PSSF) joined us in Brazil. In the venue,
I came to know the real struggles of
millions of indigenous people all over
the world. WSF is a place where all
those who struggle and suffer can come
and share their pains, struggles and
sufferings. It is a forum where they
also can find alternatives for their
struggles. It is a place where they ex-
press their solidarity with the
marginalized masses.

On January 26, 2005, we took part the
Holy Mass in Porto Alegre arranged by
Caritas International. In the evening,
we, the Indian SAPI team, collaborated
with the PSSF, Sri Lanka, and partici-
pated in a huge rally. About 1.5 lakh
people participated in this rally. At
the venue we participated in the inau-
gural function.

On January 27, we divided among our-
selves and attended different seminars.
At night, before going to bed, we shared
among ourselves what we had learnt
from the seminars.

On the 28th, we, the SAPI team, and
the NCDHR (National Campaign on
Dalit Human Rights) team made a long
march, by holding banners and plac-
ards, raising slogans in Telugu, Hindi,
and Tamil. We attired ourselves with a
SAPI over coat and a cap made for this
purpose, which drew the attention of
the crowd and created a great impact
on the people gathered there. Some of
our team members attended the speech
delivered by Mr Lula President of Bra-
zil. In the morning, Fr Joseph Xavier
SJ, Co-coordinator of SAPI, shared
about our team and about the
struggles and sufferings of the
marginalized communities in India.

On the 29th, the SAPI team was asked
to participate in a press conference,
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which lasted for 30 minutes. Three
persons from India and three persons
form Sri Lanka participated in the con-
ference. Some of the SAPI members
shared their experiences with a few
journalists there.

On the 30th, we arranged a seminar
on “Social Struggles and Democratic Al-
ternatives to Neo-Liberal Globaliza-
tion”. More than 200 members at-
tended the seminar. The seminar had
four sessions on tribals, women, the
PSSF in Sri Lanka, and the Dalits.

In the first session, Fr Alex Ekka, and
Mr Sanjay Basu Mullick from Jarkhand
shared their views on tribals and
Adivasis and their struggles as
marginalized people in our Indian
soclety.

In the second session, Mrs
Chadramathi from the PSSF, Sri
Lanka, shared her views about the
sufferings of women working in coffee
and tea industries in Sri Lanka. Mrs
Rajini from India shared her views on
Indian women.

In the third session, Fr Benedict, SJ,
Prof Muttu Mohan and Mr Ramaiah
from PSSF Sri Lanka pointed out the
struggles and sufferings of plantation
workers in Sri Lanka.

In the fourth session, Mr B Sateesh
from Andhra AICUF shared his

experiences as a Dalit student. He
India, for
generations, the numerically minority
people, the so-called “dominant
classes” are enjoying the majority of the
available resources, whereas the
majority people (in number), the so-
colled “oppressed classes” are suffering
without access to resources. Mr Anand
from NCDHR, India, also shared his
views on the Dalits. The entire seminar
was moderated by Fr Joseph Xavier, SJ,
Coordinator of SAPI. The seminar came
to an end with an awareness song sung
by Fr Jabamalai Raja, SJ.

mentioned that, in

On 31st we participated in the closing
ceremony of WSF-2005. The WSF-
2005 ended with the solemn pledge,
Another World Is Possible.

Let me conclude with a short account
of my own participation. On January
28, I was asked to speak to a Spanish
journalist on my own experiences as a
Dalit student living in the caste-ridden
Indian society. Later, | shared my
experiences with a Brazil TV network
for four minutes. [ had the chance to
sing a song in Telugu on “Dalit
empowerment” in the press conference
held on the 30th. 1 also shared the
struggles and sufferings of students of
the marginalized communities in India,
in a seminar arranged by the SAPl ¥
team.
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NSS Report : 2004-2005

~ Dr Ch Sree Rama Chandra Murthy
Programme Officer

Our NSS Units I and II selected Vijayanagara Colony and Mytri Nagar for
regular NSS activities respectively. We have been continuing to work in these
adopted places. These are the main activities undertaken:

*  Conducted a survey to identify school drop-out children and given proper

motivation continuously.

*  Conducted a survey and identified some child labourers at Autonagar. Sub-
mitted a report to the authority concerned to solve this problem in a smooth
way.

" *  Clean and green programme conducted in Christurajapuram.

*  Plantation work took place in the hilly area.

*  Pulse Polio Immunization programme was organized with the help of the

Rotary and the Municipal Corporation of Vijayawada in December 2004.
*  Blood donation

* 23 NSS valunteers gave blood to different patients when they were in criti-
cal conditions. Our volunteers are always ready to donate blood and save
their valuable lives.

Special service in Krishna Pushkaram : Aug 28 - Sept. 08, 2004
Our volunteers, 55 in number, were divided into 9 groups (each group con-
tained 06 volunteers +01) including one leader They rendered services as fol-

lows :

v * Two batches participated in traffic control programme from Kanaka
Durgamma Varadhi to Prakasam Barrage.

LOYOLITE '05 =] 83 }—



It

N - i -

Three batches rendered services in main center’s Municipal Corporation

Office, RTC Bus Complex, Railway Stations and other different ghatts with
the help of Dept. of Public Relations & Information.

Two batches extended their services to organise free meals facility. We
worked with some service organizations like Ganesh Friends Youth. Our

volunteers served meals to the pushkaram pilgrims, more than 2500 per
day.

NSS volunteers serving free meals to pilgrims of

Krishna Pushkaram near the Durga Temple

Two batches of our students co-operated with the pilgrims in various Ghats
like Punnami, Durga, Bhavani, Knishnaveni.

Our voluntecrs directed the Pushkaram pilgrims in a good way and ren-

dered memorable service. They received appreciation from the public as
well as officials
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